


































Guest commentaTy^ v

Chile; Socialist democracy falls
by John Foster

The Republic of Chile, long
known as "the England of
South America", erupted into
a storm of violence on Sept.
11, 1973, putting an end to
four decades of peaceful,
democratic rule. The Presi-
dent, Salvador Allende Cos-
sens, died in his office as mil-
itary jets bombed the presi-
dential palace. Allende's death
was followed by a period of re-
pression, bloody even by
Latin American standards;
the number of deaths esti-
mated as high as 20,000.

These events marked the
end of the Popular Unity co-
alition government which had
risen to power in the elections
of Sept. 4, 1970, under the
leadership of Allende, and had
represented the first major
experiment in democratic
Marxism-Leninism in the
world. Regardless of one's
political persuasions, these
occurrences in Chile have an
importance that extends far
beyond the boundaries of that
long and narrow land.

Both the basis for the devel-
opment of political stability in
Latin America, and the future
of democratic socialism in the
world as a whole are called
into question by the rise and
fall of the socialist Popular
Unity government.

Except for a number of mil-
itary insurrections in 1932, at
the height of the Depression
era, Chile had, until recently,
been largely untouched by the
violent popular and military
uprisings that have swept
across the face of Latin
America. In contrast, the
other 18 Latin American re-
publics (excluding Mexico) ex-
perienced 101 cases of illegal
changes of heads of state in
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the 35-year period between
1930 and 1965^

Most of the Latin American
nations have highly stratified
social structures. This ine-
quality in wealth and position
is primarily attributable to
the f euda l institutions of
Spain and Portugal that have,
to some extent, persisted in
the Western Hemisphere.

Furthermore, Latin Amer-
ica has been the victim of a
great deal of foreign interven-
tion, primarily by the United
States. This foreign interfer-
ence has contributed directly
to social disruption in these
countries.

One of the great ironies of
the Latin American situation
is that they cannot easily deal
with the problem of the dis-
tribution of wealth in their
countries without hazarding
U.S. intervention. The Latin
American econimies are so in-
tertwined with that of the
U.S. that they cannot carry
out much change without
coming into conflict with U.S.
interests; the more radical the
change, the greater the con-
flict.

It is no wonder, then, that
the U.S. has quite often inter-
fered in Latin American af-
fairs, usually on the side of
the conservative, counter-
revolutionary elements. In
quite a number of cases, such
as in the Dominican Republic
in 1965, the U.S. has resorted
to direct military interven-
tion. But more often, the
State Department has relied
on covert (C.I.A.) interven-
tion or on economic pressures.
The latter, and perhaps the
former as well, were utilized
iin the case of Chile.

In response to Chile's na-
tionalization of the copper
industry, the U.S. cut off al-

most all sources of credit from
both American and Interna-
tional lending institutions,
such as the Export-Import
Bank and the International
Monetary Fund. Chile found it
more and more difficult to ob-
tain the dollars it needed for
foreign exchange purposes.
All U.S. foreign aid to Chile
stopped except for military
aid, which increased. In addi-
tion, several of the European
nations placed temporary em-
bargoes on Chilean copper at
the request of the copper com-
panies.

It is, therefore, apparent
that a considerable amount of
Latin American political oscil-
lation is due to pressures
placed on it by the U.S. and
other advanced nations. To
the extent that this is true,
Latin Americans are placed in
a terrible position. There is no
real possibility of self-deter-
mination in the face of mil-
itary and economic pressures
from the advanced nations.
As long as the Latin American
nations are presented with
that kind of alternative, demo-
cratic governments will find
themselves caught between
the needs of their people and
the needs of the industrial
powers.

Many of the differences
among world socialist move-
ments are based on the issue
of democratic socialism. Karl
Marx contended that the pro-
letariat would have to seize
control of the means oi pro-
duction through violent revo-
lution. Other socialist theo-
rists have contended that the
revolution could be accom-
plished by non-violent, demo-
cratic means. The Popular
Unity coalition in Chile, led
by the united Socialist and
Communist parties, was the

first Marxist party to gain
control of a national govern-
ment through the democratic
process. It thus stood out as a
historical experiment in the
eyes of socialists around the
world.

The fall of the Popular
Uni ty government to the
forces of counter-revolution
will undoubtedly give more
weight to the argument that
the bourgeoisie will not just
hand over its power, even if it
must resort to illegal meas-
ures to retain it. Almost all
successful revolut ions have
had the active support of at
least a part of the military.
Perhaps a peaceful revolution
is a contradiction in terms. At
any rate, the episode of Chile
makes it clear that popular
support is not enough if one
wants to create a revolution.
More Latin American revolu-
tionaries will almost certainly
find the violent course to revo-
lution appealing now that
Allende's "Chilean path to So-
cialism" has crumbled.

The Chilean revolution and
coup d'etat will have an
immense influence on the fu-
ture of Latin American devel-
opment and on socialist move-
ments around the world.
Meanwhile , Chileans must
live under the harsh rule of
mil i tary dictatorship. Per-
haps they too will now choose
the violent road to revolution.

John Foster is a member of
he organization committee
'or the Northwest Symposium
in Chile. The views expressed
In this article are his alone.'
The symposium itself will be
conducted in an objective
manner, incorporating as
many points of view as
possible.





HAT WOULD YOU BE 
PAYING .FOR WHAT WE'LL 

lYE YOU FREE? 
' ' lr YOUR STILL TIIINKING ABOUT IIOUSING FOR NEXT 

QUARTER , THINK ABOUT WIIAT WE OFfTR . 

ONE PAYMENT AND YOU WON'T IIAVF TO WORRY ABOUT 

FUEL OIL PRICES AND SUPPLIES 
POOR INSULATION AND ELPCTRIC HEAT 
HOW TO GET TO CAMPUS ON COLD WINTER DAYS 
TELFPIIONE DFPOStTS 

WE THINK WE HAVE WHAT YOUR LOOKING FOR 
AT A FAIR PRICE DROP BY AND WE'LL TALK 
ABOUTYOURNEEDS. DORM A 332 

P.S. IF YOU HAVE ROOM - THINK ABOUT TAKING 
SOMEONE HOME FOR CHRISTMAS-NO ONE LIKES 
TilE DORMS FOR THE HOLIDAYS. 

,. WHOS GOING TO PAY TilE SEWER BILL . :,. 
WHOS GOING TO TAKE OUT TilE GARBAGF ill··~·::.,. 'tGSC 

WHOS GOlNG TO PAY TilE WATER BILL ~ ~, 

PHONE, HEAT., WATER ' ~~oasfog 

.GARBAGE COLLECTION, SEWER .. 
HS 

WHALE 
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RISES WITH A SOUL FULL SO~ND 
FOR THE LAST DANCE/CONCERT 
OF THE QUARTER. 

7 
FRIDAY . AT 9 pm 
LIBRARY MAIN LOBBY 

--50~--

EPISCOPAL CHURCH SERVICES 
St. JOHNS EPISCOPAL CHURCH OLYMPIA . 
114 east 2Oth ave. 

St. CHRISTOPHER'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH HUNTERS 
steamboat Island rd. and 79th n.w. POINT 

Holy Communion 

Morning Worship and 
Church School 

· 8:30am • 
10:00 am 

Wednesday Holy Communion IO:on 

St. Chrlstophers 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 

Fr. McLennan Is on the Evergreen State College 
campus eworv Wednesday at noon. 










