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February 28, 1994

To; Academic Vice President Russ Lidman and
members of the Long Range Flanning DTF

From: Tom Rainey, Chairperson, and members of the
TESC Environment Subcommittee

Re: Preliminary Report of the Subcommittee

The Academic Viee President and the Long Range Planning DTF (LRPDTF) requested the
Environment Subcommittee to explore a number of specific questions relevant to the
Evergreen environment and to develop specific strategic statements and rationales.
These questions were as follows: 1. Considering that urban and suburban Southwest
Washington is moving up to our campus's boundaries, what will we need to do to
preserve the character of this 1000-acre campus? 2. Should we make our unique
physical and biological environment more accessible so that the public might
develop a greater stake in its preservation? 3. What should govern growth of the
built environment? (Subquestions: Are we using our facilities well enough? Do
we need more? At what cost?) 4, Is the campus master plan adequate or should we
revise it? 5. Considering that our buildings are two decades or more old, what
must we do to maintain them well into the next century? 6. What should be the
relationships between the college and local communities of Southwest Washington as
well as of other units of government? In addition, President Jane Jervis
prompted, in her original charge to the LRPDTF, all subcommittees to consider how
the college should look "when children born in the early 1990s are approaching

college age."

The Environment Subcommittee met at least weekly during late January and
throughout February of 1994. Members of the subcommittee first discussed the
findings and statements of the last TESC Environment Subcommittee and the
questions posed to the present subcommittee by the current LRPDTF. The current
subcommittee decided that much ofthe evidence and many of the statements of the
previous subcommittee were still relevant &nﬁ need not be duplicated by the

present subcommittee, After thoroughly discussing the more recent questions posed
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to this subcommittee, the members divided into subgroups to study specific topies
and generate fresh strategic statements and rationales. The subgroups were:
Campus Land Use and the Natural Environment; Urbanization and Suburbanization;
Buildings and Physical Plant; Community Relations; and the External Environment.
During late February, the subcommittee discussed the statements generated by the

subgroups, generally agreed on their content, and decided to move them forward to

the LRPDTF.

The subcommittee also decided to solicit suggestions from the TESC Health and
Safety Committee on how environmental health might be protected in future. ' The
chair of the Health and Safety Committee submitted to the Environment Committee a

report with some recommendations.

What follows in this report are preliminary strategic statements from the TESC
Environment Subcommittee for consideration by the LRPDTF. The subcommittee will
reconcile these statements and provide detailed rationales for them in future

reports to the LRPDTF.

Campus Land Use and the Natural Environment. The subcommittee believes that the

nonbuilt environment of the campus should be preserved in roughly its present

state, but that the campus be made more accessible to the public. It therefore

recommends

Statement: that an academic program, possibly entitled "Evergreen Environmental
Assessment" should be established for 1%95-96 to carry éut at least the following
activities: do a’'complete biclogical survey of the built and unbuilt areas of the
campus; make an inventory of previous studies of the campus environment; review
the existing land-use designations in the campus master plan and make

recommendations for changes in these designations based on the biclogical survey.

Statement: that an academic program possibly entitled "Evergreen Environmental
Design" should be established in academic year 1996-97 to implement the
recommendations arising from the environmental assessment and master plan.
Specific projects might include: design of an improved trail system for the
campus; design of group meeting/picnic sites on campus; design a strategy for

improving public safety and protection of the campus environment.







