April 25, 1980
To: Byron Youtz

From: Richard Alexander

REFORT OF FACULTY STUDY GROUF ON DESIGNATED DEGREES

This Faculty Study Group was organized after a January Faculty Meeting,
and asked to

ssefeview the problems identified by the CPE study conecerming
the understandability of the curriculum; the need for specialized degrees
and the problems which students and future employers have in defining
the nature of the work done at Evergreen., Consideration should be given
to the views of current students at Evergreen as well as those that
are leaving Evergreen for reasons related to these problems. The
study group mhmmid shall provide a range of possible solutions
in addition to the already proposed designated degree.

Cur group interpreted this charge to mean that we were determine just
what the nature of the mm "problems" were (if indeed there were any problems)
and to determine kow serious they were. We were to collect possible soclutions,
and to discuss the probable consequences of these solutions. But we were not

a DIF, and therefore were not supposed to decide what would be the proper solution.

T We went through the CPE study collecting each reference to the "problems"

mentioned in our charge, These problems appear to be:

1) Problems incoming students and high school guidance counsellors

have in understanding the present curriculum;

2) Problems students have in understanding the curriculum while
enrolled;

3) Problems that graduating students have in expalining what their
work has been at Evergree;

4) Problems future employers end graduate schools have in interpreting

the Evergreen transcript.

We could not find any statements in the CPE study which expressed

clearly a need for a "Designated Degree."




II. This study group had neither the time nor the funds to engage in a

surbey of the present studgnt body, much less the time or funding required to
determine who the students who "are leaving Evergreen for reasons related to

these problems" were and sample their views. We therefore consulted with

those agencies on campus (Admissions, Academic Advising, Career FPlacement and Planning,
the Counselling Center, and the office of institutional research) which are in

direct contact with large numbers of students, in situations which would make
gathering information on our guestions natural.

We discovered that there has been no institutional research in recent years
on any of our questions, and that no pertinent data exists in our computer banks.
Moreover, the Exit Interviews, which had seemed like a fruitful source, turn out
not to ask the right questions (for quDEurpﬂsea}, not to have been collected
conscientiously in recent years, and MMNMY¥ to have been collated or analyzed
over the last two years. The verdbus college agencies we consulted have not
kept data on these questions. We were thus forced to rely on the subjective
impre=zsions of these people. However, since these subjective imprecsions seem
to confirm each other to = quite remarkable degree, we feel that the picture
thus drawn is very likely to be accurate., If the faculty wants something more

than such an impressionistic survey, it will have to call for a major survey.

1) There are slight problems with incoming students and high school
counsellors. The catalog materials are not quite reasonably comprehensiblfe,
and the major problems argése because it is clear that we do not offer
certain things which the potential student wants, or because we have
clearly promised something--in the catalogs or in publicity flyers--which
it then turns out we are not prepared to offer. (An example of the latter
would be a flyer which promises that mm a student can study physics here,
whereas subsequently no physic program or courses is offered.)

One difficulty we uncovered has to do with a register of college
level courses and programs offered in the State of Washington, this
register published by the CPE and distributed to all high school
guidance counsellors. In this register Evergreen is most inadequated
represented under subject headings. - But it appears, on investigationm,
that this problem can be solved rather handily by further cooperation with -
the CPE.

2) ¥any brand-new Evergreen students express confusion about the
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