FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

September 23, 1998

Contact: Kasia Stuck, (360) 866-6000, ext. 6128 or 6154

New Evergreen Students Flock to Downtown Olympia as part of Orientation

They’re here.

And more are coming. Flocks of new Evergreen students are descending into town for annual walking tours provided by The Evergreen State College Alumni Association as part of the college’s Orientation Week activities. 

These are not your average Evergreen students. They are the brand new edition,  fully equipped with coupons designed to draw them into dozens of downtown businesses.  For business owners in downtown Olympia, this is a guided tour featuring a whole flock of new customers, all looking at their new hometown for the first time. 


Students follow an experienced Olympian -- an Evergreen graduate -- on a tour of 52 sites, and all but two are businesses. The others are the downtown bus station and the Capitol Campus. Altogether, 50 businesses provide coupons to introduce themselves to Evergreen students. (See attachment for a list of businesses.)


On their tour, and through the coupons, Evergreen students will find where to get a latte, where to get school supplies and where to eat everything from the cuisine of India, Thailand and the Mediterranean to hearty, healthful meals at the Urban Onion. New students in need of backpacks for school can browse the selection at Olympic Outfitters. Artists will note the Childhood’s End Gallery, Mansion Glass and the State of the Arts Gallery. Those in need of relaxation will likely return to Radiance for a massage or to Town Tubs for a soak.
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Students may even note that several downtown businesses are alumni owned, such as 

Positively 4th Street, Bonaventure, Radiance and Jinjor.


Students return home with a map of Olympia complete with notations that tell the potential customers which businesses have coupons in the new student packets.


The two-hour tours are at 11 a.m. and noon on Friday, September 25. Students will arrive at the Intercity Transit bus station at about 20 past the hour for each tour.


Evergreen begins classes September 28, so these are not the only Evergreeners you will begin to see across town. Many also rent homes and apartments throughout the area, buy food in local markets, and patronize other retail and service providers in the area. This week, many of them are arriving to get settled in before school begins.


Businesses who would like coupons included in next year’s packet for new Evergreen students can call Carol DeMent at (360) 866-6000, ext. 5024. 
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Businesses That Provide Coupons for Evergreen Students

4th Ave. Ale House

5th Ave. Fabric & Clothing

Bagel Bros.

Bayview Thriftway

Blue Heron Bakery

Browsers' Book Shop

Canvas Works

Chrisman Farms

Christine’s

Coast Office Equipment

Dancing Goats Espresso

Danger Room Comics

Fuji Teriyaki

Genoas on the Bay

Golden Oldies

Hands-on Children's Museum

Happy Hen Farm

Jasmines

JerVon’s Boutique

Jo Mama’s

Joyous Creations

Kim’s Korean Cuisine

Niki’s 

OFS/Capitol Theater

Orca Books

Petri’s Paper Maters

Proffitt’s Cafe

Quirkworks

Rainy Day Records

Safeway

Santosh

Skokomish Valley Herbs

Soba Oriental Cuisine

Starbuck’s

State of the Arts Gallery

Stone Ground Bakery

Thai Pavilion

The Painted Plate

The Urban Onion

The Washington Center for the   Performing Arts

Thekla

Thousand Cranes

Top Foods

Town Tubs

Uncle Bud’s

