Web Browsers & Plug-Ins


A. Web Browsers

1. Web browsers are computer software that reads HTML (.htm and .html) files, usually via the Internet.

2. Browsers can also display a few other file types like plain text and graphics (.txt, .jpg, and .gif).

3. The list of file types a browser can handle varies from browser to browser and release to release.

4. Newer browsers can handle more and more file types.

5. Some types of files can be delivered via browsers on the Web, but cannot be viewed by the browser alone.

B. Plug-Ins

6. A plug-in is software you download to handle file types not viewable by your browser.

7. You can see what plug-ins you have in Netscape by going to the Help > About Plug-Ins menu.

8. You can download various plug-ins from various web sites. 

9. When you link to a special file type, you should include a link to download the necessary plug-in.

10. Most plug-ins will add themselves to your browsers during installation.

C. Most Common Plug-Ins

11. Adobe Acrobat (.pdf) for text documents [http://www.adobe.com]

12. RealPlayer (several including .rpm) for audio and video. [http://www.realplayer.com]

13. Quicktime (several including .mov) for video. [http://www.apple.com/quicktime]

14. Flash for animation and Shockwave for interactive multi-media (.swf). [http://www.macromedia.com/software/downloads/]
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