
Assignment for the Nurture Assumption.
In her book that looks critically at much of the research that claims that what parents do matters, Judith Harris says that peers are by far more important in how we turn out.
Read from pa 1- 32  and then three additional chapters from the book.  Finish off with the last two chapters (pp 328-361). (different from the three you are choosing.)  Please feel free to read more of the book if you wish!
Then, come to class on Tuesday, May 13 prepared to take a position on the debate, “Which is the stronger influence? Parents or Peers? “  

Coming prepared for this class means writing down some thoughts to which you can refer that will support your ideas on this topic.  You could find some fault with Harris’ arguments, with other developmental theorists we have read, and/or you can bring some supporting evidence for Harris or other developmental theorists.

We will divide the class up into groups, “peers” and “parents,” and let you all think about and further develop some arguments among yourselves.  

Then we will have a debate on these topics.  You will be able to talk directly in the debate or have your ideas expressed by others. 
