Health and Human Development, 2002-03

Collaborative project
The fall quarter collaborative project is designed around five different topics for each seminar group. Each topic requires the reading of primary source articles (research articles in professional journals). All of the projects require a collaborative approach for success and an independent component. This project supports one of the five foci of The Evergreen State College as well as one of the six expectations of an Evergreen Graduate. Goals of this project are as follows:

· students will learn how to do a research project, how to explore a specific primary literature in the natural or social sciences, and how to utilize the library and on-line resources.

· students will get a handle on what is "answerable" in natural and social science research and what has been answered, to more fully understand how "facts" become "facts."

· students will have increased familiarity with the approaches, methods and tools of natural and social science research, that shape both the questions we ask and the answers we find.

· students will also discover what the "expected" mindset is of a scientist based upon her/his research methods and how these same methods shape our mind set.

· students will conduct a critical reading of data and the findings presented in professional articles-this includes the researcher's bias and biases of their methodology.

· how to read statistics and tables and why correlation does not equal causation.

· discover your personal biases, beliefs, and the changes in one's schema.

See below for the actual questions on which your project will be based!

Group project:

Now for the nitty gritty.  Each team will work with one specific question developing it from start to finish. Each member is responsible for developing a subtopic that comprises her or his literature search. You can choose your own subtopic or use the ones we provide at the workshop and on the home page. Over the next five weeks, each of you will engage in an intensive literature review on your subtopic. And every week, you will bring your newfound knowledge to share with your group. One of the outcomes of this collaboration is for each group to begin to identify the common threads that run through all your subtopics and bind them together as the group topic. In other words, we expect the group presentation on week 7 to be thematic and more than the sum of its parts, not a piecing together of summaries of individual work. The format of the final presentation is up to you and we'll provide guidelines later in the quarter.

An example of a group topic on educational policy might be sex education in high school. Each member chooses a subtopic. Each Wednesday members present their findings to their group and begin to search for an overarching theme. In this case, your group decides that the best theme for week 7's presentation is adolescents' right to information. The presentation might take the format of a policy proposal for sex education in high school X given realistic constraints of a budget, the target population and the legal ramifications. For the program presentation itself, the group uses the following imaginary scenario: they are consultants presenting their recommendation to the school board. The other students of the program constitute various views of different members of the school board. The task of the small group is to persuade the school board to accept your recommendations providing a realistic budget, demographic information, and mechanisms to achieve their goals. 

The following topics represent the interests of the faculty:

Dr. Brem                                                                               Dr. Finkel
timing of the onset of puberty


                educational policy based on gender differences


human growth hormone treatment for short stature              sex education in high schools

molecules and cells in puberty                                              foster care

the syndrome of precocious puberty                                     eating disorders

marijuana and adolescents                                                    risk taking behaviors in adolescents

Dr. Freeman                                              Dr. Matz
spiritual journey of adolescence                Green Hill School Internship
consumerism and adolescence                   10 other internships
adolescence and mental health
identity development
homelessness and youth
Independent work:

The independent part of the project is based on your subtopic. Each of you will develop an area of expertise demonstrated through your written abstracts of your research articles. Your abstracts need to say enough about the article to convey the important information. 

Your abstracts start with the title. You should use APA formatting used in references as follows:


Garnets, L., Hancock, K. A., Cochran, S. D., Goodchilds, J., & Peplau, L. A. (1991). Issues in psychotherapy with lesbians and gay men. American Psychologist, 46 (9), 964-72.

Note the indentation at the beginning of the title, the use of last names and initials for the first and middle names of authors, the judicious use of periods and commas, and the use of only one upper-case letter in the title of the article. The journal name is underlined along with the volume number (46) and the issue (9) followed by a comma and the page numbers.

APA format demands different rules for citing different types of materials. We recommend you purchase the publication manual or use the library's copy to be sure to use the right style of citation. This includes electronic journals as well as Internet information. The next step in your abstract after the article is to state the article's hypothesis and method of conducting the research. Use a specific section you identify as: "Hypothesis and method."  You need to write a brief summary of the hypothesis or hypotheses identified by the author(s) of your article and what they mean. The method section speaks to how the study was conducted, the instruments used, the population or the phenomenon studied, and data collection strategies. Here is an example:

Hypothesis and method:  

The authors proposed that a range of biases exist among psychotherapists regarding their attitudes towards lesbian and gay clients. The goal of their research was to ascertain this range using a survey format. This is exploratory research. "The four-page survey was developed to elicit instances of biased care as well as examples of beneficial care provided to gay male and lesbian clients." (Note that I used quotation marks because I directly cited the material in the article. That way, I know when I'm using their words and will be able to do so at a later point in time if needed.) They obtained demographic information of the therapists. If they knew of  "any specific experiences" had by gay and lesbian clients while in therapy based on their own practice or that of friends, they were then asked to respond to the four following questions:
At this point you have a choice. If it is of help to you in remembering your article and what it is about and if you believe this is essential information, then quote the questions. If not, then simply paraphrase the direction of each question. We assume you know what the quote would look like. The paraphrase would be something like this:

The respondents were asked to describe times when therapists had provided "inadequate or inappropriate care" as well as special care or "sensitivity" to gay/lesbian clients. In addition they needed to identify the source (client, friend, colleague, or direct observation) as well as to identify the degree of harm or benefit to the client of certain "professional practices." 

As part of identifying the method used (survey) we also want to know the demographics of the sample. In this case, the article tells us:

Data was collected in 1986. The anonymous survey was based on 2,544 questionnaires returned from members of APA and a "random sample of 4,000 licensed members of APA balanced by gender not members of two specific divisions of APA (Gay and lesbian, psych of women). Total surveys sent=6,580. 45 returned undeliverable equaling 6,535. The return rate was 38.9 In other words a little over one third of their sample returned the survey. 

All of this material is essential for us to understand the sampling process and to think through the picture here. We want to have this information because it allows us to know and cite specifics about the sample and to think through possible biases and threats to validity that may be present. 

The next section of my abstract is the results section. In this article they reported averages:

Results: Age=X=46.5 (range=26-86 yrs. old). 69%=women. 96%=white (Black=2%,Hispanic=1% and <1% Asian-no report of Native American). Primarily from United States (1% from Canada). 85% identified selves as hetero, 11% as gay male or lesbian, 4% as bisexual. Among women, 9% identified as lesbian, 5% as bisexual. Among men, 15% identified as gay and 4% as bisexual. Of the total sample, 1,481 (58.2%) indicated having knowledge of "critical incidents" and was the focus of the rest of the article. Authors report this group as having similar characteristics with a larger % of self-identified gay male, lesbian or bisexual (23% vs. 15%). 93% were licensed psychologists and 87% currently provided therapy services with more than 1/3 in practice for more than seven years. Varied theoretical orientations primarily psychoanalytic or cog/behavioral with only "5% reporting gay affirmative" (whatever that means) orientation. 99% reported "having seen at least one gay or lesbian client at some point in their careers." Average respondent said 6% of their clients were gay men and 7% lesbians. 38% reported seeing more than 20 gay/lesbian folks and "22% of sample said they specialized in treating homosexual clients." "Among gay and lesbian providers, 71% specialized in treating homosexual clients vs. 42% of bisexuals and only 9% of heteros." Not a representative sample.

The final section of your abstract should be a report of the findings. The findings tell us what the results mean. It is a paraphrase of the study's conclusion. It might sounds something like this:

65% of respondents reported knowing of critical incidents that they believed were harmful to gay and lesbian clients. The other 35% did not report any harmful incidents that they were aware of. 27% of the respondents reported knowing of beneficial incidents. The remainder reported no knowledge of beneficial incidents. The types of harmful incidents included: attempting to make the client change sexual orientation, denying continuity of service, referral to less qualified therapists, etc…The types of beneficial incidents included: affirmation of sexual orientation, efforts to support client's family perspective and life. Overall, the authors conclude that there is a level of bias that exists primarily among heterosexual male therapists. Therapists with an analytical orientation reported a higher frequency of harmful incidents, and that bias is alive and well in psychology. They also conclude that most beneficial incidents appear to arise from female therapists and gay/lesbian therapists.

Your abstracts should resemble this one although you'll need to check with your seminar leader for some possible variations that might happen as you move through this assignment. The minimum number of abstracts for successful completion falls in a range of 8 to 10 abstracts of primary research articles for the social sciences and 6-10 in the natural sciences. 

Evaluation

Students will be evaluated on their group presentation; participation and their independent work based on their abstracts and their annotated bibliography. We expect the group presentation to be a clear reflection of the findings of the literature search. We will provide a rubric regarding group participation, the overall group presentation, and for the abstracts. Each student will be evaluated on how well they achieve the goals of the project.

