Health and Human Development

Writing Assignments

The Synthesis Paper
The synthesis paper is a composition that takes together different parts of your experience (reading, assignments, workshops, and lectures) and poses a proposition discussing the various aspects of your week's work. It incorporates your thoughts about the books, lectures and workshops and should directly cite these as sources. Citations should have the page number(s) from the text. Please do not use cited material, as the bulk of your paper as it will be returned to you to be rewritten. All papers should be typed and double-spaced. This includes the draft you provide your peer reviewer and the final draft you provide your faculty. Please give both drafts to your faculty on Friday. Your papers should be between three and five pages in length. Your peer reviewer will give oral and written feedback which should address all aspects of the rubric. They should also provide a completed rubric. These materials are due by Friday at 10:00 a.m. on your respective Friday for group A or group B.

You might have heard about thesis statements and how useful they are in good writing. But you might also be a little fuzzy about how they direct your work. Here's an example of how you might approach this assignment.

Imagine that you're in group A and its Tuesday evening of week 3. Your peer reviewer expects to receive the first draft of your synthesis paper tomorrow at 10:00 a.m. What are you going to write? You're faced with the chore of arriving at a thesis statement that establishes a claim of one's own. Don't worry. This will happen. One first step is to cast your mind over the reading and lectures. Part of the material dealt with cultural and environmental effects on reproduction (see Mead and Sapolsky). Another part dealt with the biology of the body. Dr. Brem in one of her workshops covered the role of hormones in reproduction (Brem). 

We sometimes learn from biology that the body is a "machine" with expected responses and fixed processes. But we've also discovered that what we may come to understand as fixed actually responds to environmental and cultural factors. Are any of these constructions right? Eureka! A thesis statement magically appears. "Neither biology nor culture alone can fully explain the human condition."  Now that you've made your claim, you need to defend it through citations of the material, refutation of other claims, and the comparing and contrasting of various sources.

Seminar preparation:

Each week you will prepare a seminar paper based on the week's readings. Here are a few key points about your weekly seminar paper.

· Audience-As with any written work, a critical feature you must consider is to whom the work is directed. In other words, who is reading your work? While in many classes, your seminar leader is the sole person for whom a paper is prepared; in this class you will communicate your ideas and thoughts not only to your seminar leader but also to your classmates and the other faculty. Therefore write for a broader audience than your seminar leader.

· Content-Your paper should tackle an interesting problem or question from your reading assignment and you should bring forth your thinking to this question. It may be a question that occurs to you from the reading or a new idea based on the reading. It may be a fresh connection between this work and other books you've read or experiences you've had. Overall, we want your seminar papers to show serious thought about the reading and that you bring not only your own ideas but also reflections of other works or experiences to illuminate your understanding.

· Length-Please write no more than 2 pages for each seminar paper. This is low stakes writing, so we won't be that concerned about a few typographical errors. Nonetheless, the papers should be typed and proofread.

· Deadline-Your papers are due on Monday at seminar. After we finish seminar you will turn your paper into your seminar leader. In no case may you miss seminar to complete your paper.

· Developing your writing skills-Each writing assignment this quarter allows you to further develop your writing skills. This assignment is no different and we hope you'll use this assignment to help you think well and hard about your reading. Do not stress too much about this work. Our class will be working in tandem with the writing center and we encourage all students to work with the center to improve your writing. This is a chance for you to develop your critical thinking skills and we know that getting your ideas down in an organized and clear way will help in that aim. 

