Study Questions to help you read the IPCC Report II: Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability

OVERARCHING QUESTIONS

1) We read in the first IPCC report that the developing countries were at a disadvantage with respect to the potential physical effects of climate change.  [Review what those are].  In the second IPCC report we learn that they are also potentially vulnerable due to what other factor?  Describe some specific examples.

2) As a policymaker in developed countries, after studying this report, what policies would I recommend to adapt to global warming?  As a policymaker in developing countries?

SPECIFIC QUESTIONS

3) What is the difference between sensitivity, adaptive capacity and vulnerability?

4) We have talked about positive and negative feedback loops when studying IPCC I.  What is an example of a positive feedback loop involving human adaptation to global warming?

5) What is a “discontinuous” phenomena?  What is the likelihood of such an occurrence?

6) Water: What is the definition of a “water-stressed” country?  How is the proportion of people living in these countries projected to change from today to the year 2025?

7) Agriculture: How does/might global warming affect agriculture similarly and differentially in tropical/subtropical and mid- and high latitude regions?

8) Natural systems:  How have/might animal and plant populations adapt to climate change?  What kinds of specific actions might help them?  Where will this be economically feasible?

9) Oceans:  Why are oceans especially vulnerable to climate change?

10) Human health: What populations are most vulnerable to adverse human health impacts and why?  What diseases are especially important?

11) Human settlements:  What phenomena present the most widespread risk to human settlements and why?

12) Insurance:  Why is the insurance industry especially effected by climate change?  What changes might take place in the industry with severe climate change?

13) Vulnerability across regions:  Which geographic regions are most vulnerable and why?

14) Research: Besides tightening up their projections for the impacts of climate change, what specific suggestions do they have involving developing countries?

