Introduction to Environmental Studies  

Fall 2002 – schedule
 
Monday

9-12 in Library 1612

1:30-3:00 in CAB 110


Tuesday

9-12 in Lab I 1047

1:30-5:00 in CAB 110


Wednesday

Seminar 9-11:  Martha Lab I 1051,

Lin Lab I 2033, Sharon Lab I 3033

Workshop 11-1 in Longhouse 1007
Changes, HW & Notes TBA

**Meet in the rooms listed here unless otherwise specified.  

Week one 

Sept. 30th -Oct. 2nd 

Morning:

· Introductions

· Discussion of covenant, syllabus, schedule, and project 

· What is Environmental Studies?

· Affluenza 

Afternoon:

· Tour of organic farm.  Meet in regular classroom at 1:30 and walk together.   


Morning:  

· Discussion of organic farm visit

· Preview of overnight field trip week 3

· Escape from Affluenza and discussion

Afternoon: 

· Tour of downtown Olympia.  Meet downtown in front of the Intercity Transit bus depot (corner of State Street and Washington) at 2:00 p.m..
HW due:  

· Think of three potential things that could be done to address affluenza.

· Think of three products or services that trouble you.  
Seminar:  

· What is seminar?

· Getting to know you

· Discussion of Learning Community Covenant 

· Stuff 

· Discussion of Olympia field trip

Workshop:

· Unit Conversions

HW due:  

· Read Stuff
· Read Learning Community Covenant

· Write a 1-2 page, typed, double spaced essay describing your ideas on:

        “What is Environmental Studies?” and “How do you hope Environmental Studies will shape your life and work?”
Because we are studying such an exciting and current topic, we are still designing parts of the program.  This column is here for you to write down changes to the schedule, readings, and homework assignments.  

Also, it is your responsibility to keep track of when things are due and to turn them in on time.   

Week two  

Oct. 7th- Oct. 9th 

Morning:  

· Introduction of the Ecological Footprint 

· Discussion of Population and      consumption 

Afternoon:

· Writing workshop on thesis supported microthemes 

HW due:  Read your population profile and do further research on this person to prepare for role play.  


Morning: 

· Role playing with different players in the population debate

Afternoon:
· How much are greenhouse gas concentrations changing?  Unit conversions (%, ppm, ppb, rates of change).

· Energy flow/Redefining the scope of environmental studies to include agriculture

HW due:

· Unit conversions homework from wk. 1
Seminar:

· Taking Sides, Issues 7, 14, 16, 19
Workshop:

· Guest speaker Paula Swedeen on the ecological footprint, forestry, and climate change. 
HW due:

· Read Taking Sides, Issues 7, 14, 16, 19
· Your ecological footprint 

· Write a 1 page thesis supported microtheme about “How in your opinion do you think we should deal with the challenges of population and consumption?”   Create a thesis statement and support it with evidence from your readings and/or evidence that appeared in the role play.  


Week three 


Oct. 14th-16th 

 
Morning:  
· Setting the stage for our studies of Global Warming

Afternoon:

· Introduction to the carbon cycle 
HW due:

· Explore some of the global warming literature via websites and identify at least three different positions.  Write a brief summary of each position.  Be sure to list the website or print the article and identify the author, date, and organizational source.  

· Be thinking of global warming research topics.  What do you need to know about global warming to make an informed decision? 


Morning:

· Workshop examining the IPCC Summary for Policy Makers: Scientific Basis.  Be sure to print it out and bring it to class.

· Brainstorm research topics and choose focus groups

Afternoon:

· What is a greenhouse gas?  Lab

· Library tour and workshop

· Field trip logistics

HW due:

· Read the IPCC Summary for  Policy Makers: Scientific Basis

   (http://www.ipcc.ch/   then scroll down and find SPM under the Scientific Basis report) .


Seminar:  

· IPCC summary for Policy Makers: Scientific Basis

· The Skeptical Environmentalist, Global Warming Chapter 
· Response to the Skeptical Environmentalist 

Workshop:
· Workshop How do you predict whether something is a greenhouse gas?  

HW due:
· Unit conversions homework from wk.2
· Read seminar readings
· Compare the IPCC Summary for Policy Makers: Scientific Basis with the Skeptical Environmentalist and identify and describe in writing three points of view that are different.  

***Oct. 15th – 18th You are all encouraged to attend the Evergreen Sustainable Living Conference

. 



Week four 

(Oct. 21st- 23rd) 

Overnight Field Trip

We will give you a detailed itinerary of the field trip closer to the time of departure.  

Homework due before we Leave:  

· Thesis supported microtheme:  Identify a pivotal issue related to climate change that you care about.  Be sure to support your thesis using class readings, articles from web-sites, and other experiences.  You should try to identify areas of agreement and disagreement.  Be sure to CITE YOUR SOURCES!! 

· Turn in take-home exam


Overnight Field Trip

Campsite:

Maryhill State Park 

Possible Visits:

· Stateline wind farm

· Centralia coal mine and steam plant

· Roosevelt landfill

· Agriculture in Toppenish


Overnight Field Trip

***Before the field trip is over, you need to make a final decision on your focus group and the topic you will be researching this group.  
At some point this week you should read 

· The IPCC summary for policy makers Climate Change 2001:  Impacts, Adaptation, and Vulnerability. (http://www.ipcc.ch/   then scroll down and find SPM under the Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability report) 

· The IPCC Summary for Policy Makers Climate Change 2001:  Mitigation (http://www.ipcc.ch/   then scroll down and find SPM under the Mitigation report)


Week five 


Oct. 28th-30th 


Morning:

· Meet in the Computer Applications Lab (CAL)—Lab II 1223 at 9 a.m. for Greenhouse Gas Animation and Library Workshop

Afternoon:

· Time to meet with your focus groups

· Individual and focus group meetings with your faculty advisor—bring your portfolio.

HW due:  Homework/research from library workshop week 3.  
Morning:

· Writing Workshop on sources, support and evidence

Afternoon:

· Time to meet with your focus groups

· Individual and focus group meetings with your faculty advisor ---bring your portfolio.

HW due:  

· Chemistry homework from week 3.  
Seminar:

· Greenhouse:  The 200 year Story of Global Warming.  

Workshop:

· Time to meet with your focus groups

· Individual and focus group meetings with your faculty advisor ---bring your portfolio.

HW due:  

· Read Greenhouse:  The 200 year Story of Global Warming.
This week you will meet with your faculty advisor both individually and with your focus group.  

Week six  
Nov. 4th-6th 


Morning:

· Guest Speaker;  Paul Horton from Climate Solutions 

Afternoon:

· Final focus group work—practice teaching session

HW due:  Explore the Climate Solutions website at www.climatesolutions.org 
Morning:

· Election day

· Round Table discussions on Global Warming research.  A representative from Climate Solutions will join us and respond to your discussions.
Afternoon:

· Round Table Discussions cont.  

· Why are Greenhouse Gas Concentrations Changing?  Balancing Equations
HW due:  

· Using the web and/or other sources, develop a list of the sources and sinks of each of the greenhouse gases

· Issue profile and annotated bibliography to share with the other people in your round table discussion
Seminar:

· Greenhouse:  The 200 year Story of Global Warming.
· Update on Kyoto Protocol Reading
· Taking Sides Issue 8 
Workshop:

· Writing workshop on plagiarism and rubric design 

HW due:

· Read Seminar readings

· Essay on Greenhouse:  The 200 year Story of Global Warming.



Week seven 

Nov. 11th-13th 


Morning:

· Agricultural contributions to global warming—is it a potential solution?

· Gaviotas video

Afternoon:

· Labor unions, jobs, and climate change

HW due:

· Explore relevant websites on Gaviotas
Morning:  

·  Workshop on moles and stoichiometry

Afternoon:

· Meet in Lab II 1234

· Alternative energies lab—wind, solar, 

Homework due:

· Balancing equations homework
Seminar:

· Gaviotas 
· Clean energy blueprint (by the Union of Concerned Scientists)
Workshop:

· Climate justice

HW due:

· Serious draft of research paper with outline 
· Read seminar readings


Week eight 

Nov. 18th-20th 


Morning:

· Overview of public health and the environment

Afternoon:

· Introduction to public writing with Lea Mitchell from Washington PEER (Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility).  
Morning:  

· Ecology lecture

Afternoon:

· Meet in Lab II 1234
· How much do you personally contribute to greenhouse gas emissions?  Lab and workshop (more stoichiometry)
· Respirometer lab
Homework due:

· Alternative energies and stoichiometry homework
Seminar:

· Global warming and health articles
Workshop:

· Surveys and public attitudes 
HW due:
· Read seminar readings
· Bring to workshop the survey that you filled out. 



Week nine

Dec. 2nd-4th 
Morning and Afternoon:

· Field Trip TBA

Homework due:

· Final research paper due
Morning:  

· Introduction to Nutrient cycling

Afternoon:
· Carbon cycle exercise
Homework due:

· Stoichiometry calculations homework
Seminar:

· Articles contributed by class
Workshop:

· Peer Review of public letter
Homework Due:

·  Serious draft of 1 page public letter

· Read seminar readings



Week ten

Dec. 9th-11th 
Morning:

· Meet in the CAL (Lab II 1223)

· Ozone hole computer lab and workshop

Afternoon:  

· Why does the Ozone hole form lecture?

Homework due:

· Take home exam
Morning:  

· TBA

Afternoon:

· What should we do about global warming?  Round table discussion.
Seminar:

· Chapter from Ozone Diplomacy
Workshop:

· Final meeting 
Homework Due:

·  Final 1 page public letter due

· Portfolios due outside your faculty advisor’s office by 3 p.m.  Include a draft of your self-evaluation.  

· Read Ozone Diplomacy chapter



**********EVALUATION WEEK:  DO NOT MAKE TRAVEL PLANS FOR BEFORE DECEMBER 20th WITHOUT CONSULTING YOUR FACULTY ADVISOR******

