Math Workshop for the 

Development of Quantitative Literacy
The math workshop, although a long time in materializing, is a place where you can come to improve your math skills, and learn to do those things that require some form of math in everyday life.  There are no prerequisites, poor math skills, or no math skills are welcome.  This is in an individual learning module, where you can earn from 3 to 12 credits over the next three quarters (ultimately, we plan on having a maximum of 18 possible credits).  Start where you are, and end up where you want.  Assignments are tailored to you, and you progress at your own pace. 

When I use the term, quantitative literacy (QL), I am implying three things: familiarity, or an “easiness" with numbers, the ability to use math skills to cope with practical demands of day-to-day life (for example, balancing a checkbook, completing an order form, or deciding between purchase or lease of a car), and lastly, an appreciation for and an understanding of information presented in quantitative terms.  QL refers to the skills used to solve problems people frequently encounter on their job, in their roles as citizens, and as parents.

Program: Students will first be assessed as to their starting point and then given a textbook and loaned a set of videotapes that correspond to their individual levels.  Students would be encouraged to study the tapes and complete the workbook.  When students are on campus (Sunday afternoon Math Workshop), they will be assigned to a work group with a math coach that will provide individualized instruction and examples that reinforce what has been learned.  Student assignments will be assessed, and if necessary, students will be asked to restudy a previous lesson (an appropriate remediation section).  Student performance (as indicated by their completed assignments), along with recommended remediation sections to study will be reviewed by me.  This cycle will continue until a student completes the textbook assignments.

Modules:  We envision students demonstrating competence in the following areas.

· Basic Math (Prerequisite:  None), which includes:

· Basic arithmetic

· Fundamental math concepts

· Ratios and Proportions

· Measurement

· Geometry

· Pre-Algebra

· Statistics

· Business (Life) Math

· Introductory Algebra (optional to all students; requirement for those going on to graduate school); Prerequisite:  Basic Math

· Intermediate Algebra (optional to all students; requirement for those going on to graduate school); Prerequisite:  Introductory Algebra

Credits:  Students can earn up to 6 credits per module.

Summary

Student inputs: Students will receive instruction via videotapes and  textbook;  be assigned to a work group with a math coach; and receive support via site visits, e-mail and web site support provided by publisher.

Student products: 

1. Students will complete the textbook and turn in assignments as evidence of their work;  

2. Students will attend all Math Workshop sessions (Sundays);

3. Students will prepare a self-evaluation that covers when student starts program and at the end of the program), a program, math coach evaluation, and a credit request form at the end of each quarter that the student request credit; and 

4. Students will return all borrowed tapes to their math coaches prior to end of each quarter.  If student desires to retain tapes to study between quarters, the must first acquire permission – in writing – from their math coaches.  In any event, all tapes that pertain to chapters that a student is requesting credit for at the end of the quarter.

Comments and recommendations are welcomed, regarding the overall program, tapes, textbooks, work groups and math coaches. 

Remember: before credit can be given:

1. Students will complete the textbook and turn in assignments as evidence of their work (see enclosed assignment sheets).

2. Students will complete all evaluations by the end of the quarter.

3. Tapes must be turned in.

Our best wishes for your success.  From the faculty

Allen StandingBear Jenkins

