Russia: Empires and Enduring Legacies

Midterm study sheet
Please familiarize yourself with the following events, figures, and dates from Russian history.  You will find the relevant information that pertains to the list in either the course lectures or texts (or both).  You will be asked to identify and explain the significance of at least six of the items on the midterm.  That is, we will ask you to write as much as you can about every item in the allotted time (1 hour).  Try your best to address the basic interrogatives for each of the items: Who?  What?  When?  Where?  Why?  How?  A good tactic is to start out by addressing the basic facts (e.g., Nicholas II was a tsar.  He inherited the title from his father Alexander II upon the latter’s death in 1881.  Nicholas was overthrown by anti-monarchist forces in 1917.  He and his entire family were murdered by Bolsheviks in 1918.)  That would do well enough for the “Who?” and “When” questions (or, if it was an inanimate object or concept, e.g., poshlost’, the “What”? question).  Then move on to the “Where?” question.  (E.g., Nicholas’ court and Russian political power was concentrated in St. Petersburg, and it was here that the most significant revolutionary events took place.  He was murdered in Ekaterinburg.)  Then the big “Why?”  You should always have a good deal to say when it comes to this question, so your task will be to pick what you think are the most important elements that might help to answer this question.  In the case of Nicholas II, for example, you might search for reasons why he was overthrown.  If you choose this tack, you could note his unwillingness to make significant concessions to liberal forces; Bloody Sunday; WWI; proletarian and peasant discontent; factory strikes; economic inequalities; no prominent middle-class; censorship; conspiratorial radical groups, etc.  Or, you might choose to ask why he was murdered, and then note the possible threat the tsar might have posed to an unstable Bolshevik regime.  Same goes for the “How?” question.  You could ask – and then answer – How did the tsar manage to maintain power until 1917?  Or you could ask instead (or in addition, should you have enough time), How did forces manage to overthrow Nicholas II.

You will, of course, be able to answer only some of the above questions about Nicholas II in the allotted time. Your best approach, therefore, would be to start with the narrow and work to the broad.  We will hold you more accountable for keeping your facts correct in the “narrow” portion of the identification than we will in the “broad” portion.  (For example, if you were to write that Nicholas was overthrown in 1919, that would be a significant error, since the 1917 Revolutions had in fact occurred two years prior, and indeed, Nicholas was already dead in 1919.  If, however, you were to draw an incorrect or illogical connection in the “broader” portion of your short answer – e.g., “Nicholas lost his autocratic authority due to highly unified resistance from all segments of Russian society” [sic] –  we will likely be more lenient.)  Of course, the more correct and the more detailed your answer, the better the exam.  In short, we wish you to draw as many connections as possible to the key themes from Russian culture, literature, and history that we have been exploring this quarter.

You will find the testable items on the following page.  

Please note that many of the items cross over to other items very easily (e.g., 1905 and the Russo-Japanese War, or Chekhov and poshlost’).  Try to make as many of these types of connections that you can while studying for the exam.

1. Nicholas II

2. Petr Tchaikovsky

3. Alexander III

4. Vladimir Ulyanov (Lenin)

5. Fedor Dostoyevsky

6. Karl Marx

7. Anton Chekhov

8. 1905

9. 1917

10. Lev Tolstoy

11. The Russo-Japanese War

12. Populism 

13. Soviet

14. “Mighty Bunch;” or “Mighty Handful;” or “The Five”

15. The Black Hundreds

16. Igor Stravinsky

17. pogrom

18. poshlost’

19. Grigory Rasputin

20. zemstvo

21. The “Underground Man”

22. The Russo-Turkish War

23. The “Great Reforms”

24. The World of Art

25. pan-Slavism

26. raznochintsy (singular, raznochinets)

27. What is to be Done?
28. 1881

29. The Crimean War

30. Bolsheviks

