 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Ancient Stories/Modern Lives

Winter 2004

Workshop: Analyzing “Modern Medea”

Divide into groups of five that include both new and returning students.  Introduce yourselves to each other.  Appoint a timekeeper, and begin.  

1. 
(15 minutes)  Recall the definition of “hypothesis,”which we discussed in class:  

C 
an assertion that needs to be proven  

C 


a proposition that is the basis for an argument or a line of reasoning
C 


a premise from which a conclusion is drawn 
C 


a conjecture that accounts for a set of facts, and that can be used as a basis for further investigation
Together, make a list of some of the hypotheses that Weisenburger may have had before he did the research on which the book Modern Medea is based.  For example, “He may have asserted that . . .”;  “He may have proposed that . . .”;  “One of his premises may have been....”; etc.  Note that these hypotheses are often embedded in questions in the book’s Prologue (pp. 3-13).

3. 
(15 minutes)  Now look at Weisenburger’s bibliography (pp. 331-340).  What kind of information did the various sources provide?  What kind of authority do the different kinds of sources have?  Note the different categories of sources; they have headings in bold face type.  READ some of the titles in the lists of primary and secondary sources.  What’s the difference between a primary source and a secondary source?  Can you tell which sources are works of history, literature (fiction/poetry), sociology, religious studies?  

4. 
(15 minutes)  Now try to match his sources with the hypotheses you wrote up in 1. above.  IMPORTANT:  The way a hypothesis is framed will lead to particular kinds of sources.  Researchers analyze their own hypotheses to lead them to the sources they need; then they are able to do their investigations.  In other words, hypotheses come first.  THIS IS WHAT RESEARCH IS!  It is not simply gathering information, but finding information that relates in a particular way to hypotheses.

5. 
(15 minutes)  Now turn away from Modern Medea and discuss each of your projects, one at a time.  One student should read the hypotheses about his or her own project.  Then, discuss what kind of knowledge, and from what disciplines, this person will need in order to explore the hypotheses.  Give each other suggestions; feel free to make up titles of ideal sources.  Remember:  hypotheses lead to sources.  
