The Art of Local History

Seminar and Study Questions

For

Washington: A Centennial History

Use this text in conjunction with the Website, “The Northwest of the West: The Frontier experience on the Northwest Coast” web site from our Program page: http://www.lib.washington.edu/exhibits/FRONTIER/Local/
And with the History page created by Dr. John Findlay, Pacific NW Historian at WSU. Below are links to his introduction to Pacific NW History and a link to more modern history related to urban development and technology.

http://www.washington.edu/uwired/outreach/cspn/hstaa432/index.html#intro
http://www.washington.edu/uwired/outreach/cspn/hstaa432/index.html#urban
Both these sites offer deeper scope and more social history context for the themes offered in the Centennial History text. They can also serve as good material for your paper and web text related to your exhibit topics. Please spend time with these web sites as you draft your exhibits.

Additionally, some of these questions can best be answered using the text and websites in conjunction with information given to the class by our guest lecturers throughout the quarter. Kudos to students who took good notes! (especially the Leschi lecture, the Martime history lecture and the Asian history lecture)

As you answer the questions, give specific examples and page numbers/references from the resources you used.

Broad questions and themes to keep in mind as you read:  

What groups of people (defined socially, ethnically, politically and economically) were privileged in Washington State history? How? How was dissent voiced and what shaped dissent (look for gender, labor and race issues here)? What are the connections you see over time between land-use and technology? What is the role of the environment politically and economically? What political ramifications resulted from specific social, economic, or environmental circumstances throughout the state’s history?

Chapter One:

1. What nations and countries first claimed “property rights” to the Pacific NW? Why did they want access to this region?

2. What role did religion play in early white settlement in the Pacific Northwest? What were the ramifications for the Native peoples of this region related to American and European religion and religious institutions?

Chapter Two:

1. Who was George W. Bush and why was he an important figure in south Puget Sound early history?

2. When did Washington become its own territory? What name was originally proposed for the territory? Where did the name, “Washington” come from?

Chapter Three:

1. Why does California feature so strongly in Washington history during the late 19th Century? Give examples from the text and from the web sites.

2. What are the connections between the early timber industry and the Railroads? How did these two industries impact land-use, education and labor laws?

Chapter Four:

1. What economic, political and social connections are revealed in this chapter among agriculture, white settlement, Native American history and transportation?

2. What social argument did those promoting “reclamation” make? Why was irrigation such a strong force in Washington’ social, agricultural and political history?

Chapter Five:

1. What is the connection between the Knights of Labor and the Chinese immigrant history of the Pacific Northwest? 

2. What is an “Utopian?” and what political role did they play in Washington 

history? 

3. Describe and define three separate Reform Era movements in Washington.

4.   What is the I.W.W. and what social/ political roles did it play in Washington History? Hint: http://www.washington.edu/uwired/outreach/cspn/hstaa432/lesson_18/hstaa432_18.html

Chapter Six:


1. Why did World War One mark a period that integrated state issues with national concerns? What role did the federal government take in the state between 1914 and 1930?

2. What have you learned about the role of water and dams in Washington history from this chapter?

Chapter Seven:

1. Describe social, economic and political effects of the Great Depression on Washington State using one example for each category.

2. How did labor unions react to the economic realities of the Great Depression?

3. What was the Bonneville Power project and why is it significant?

Chapter Eight:

1. Why did per capita income triple between 1940 and 1948 in Washington?

2. Connect the history of the Japanese Internment offered in the text with specific examples from Ed’s lecture and your experiences at the Wing Luke Museum. 

3. How did Pacific Northwest newspapers interpret the ramifications of Roosevelt’s Executive Order 9066? Why was agriculture important in the debates about the Internment?

4. What’s the connection between nuclear war and salmon described in this chapter?

Chapter Nine: 

1. Boeing, Hanford and Urban development---find examples for each category and link them using the text and the web sites above.

2. Describe some social and political events that show how Washington history was shaped by the Cold War.

3. Racism and segregation manifested itself in many ways during the twenty-year period between 1940 and 1960. Describe specific evidence of this using web sites and the text.

Chapter Ten:

1. What are the main themes addressed in this chapter? Connect them to Findlay’s Introduction to Pacific Northwest History on the web site above.

2. What shaped Washington’s political history during the twentieth century? Who were Washington’s most politically important officials and why did they hold such national prominence? 

3. Who was George Boldt and why is he important in State and National History?

4. What do Bing Crosby and Jimi Hendrix have in common?

