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Through my involvement with the Health Olympia Task Force, | will help the community
work on aplan to eliminate the use of pesticides on the landscape and to find aternatives
that are safer for the urban environment. Through the use of native plants which are pest-
resistant, the need for less pesticides, fertilizers, and water will be required. Each year
ground water is contaminated through the use of pesticides that find there way to the
watershed. By establishing a method of treating pests in a non-chemical manner, natural
processes will provide a healthier environment that will supply a habitat with a balanced

natural order creating healthy populations of pests controlled by natural enemies that can

help to prevent infestations of pests.



Overview

The purpose of the project isto create acommunity awareness that will help to
eliminate the use of pesticides that find their way into watersheds contaminating them
with pesticides that harm the fragile ecosystem here in Thurston County. By reducing the
use of pesticides our health and the health of the environment will be improved. This has
to become along term goal for the health benefits of the community to be realized.
Following examples from other communities we will be able to establish a proven
approach to guide our community to a healthier way to of treating pests by using a
chemical free approach. By using a non-chemical strategy to deal with pests the natural
order iskept in balance. To propose this change we will have to show that by changing
our approach to dealing with pests we will become a leading community that takes our
health as atop priority. Other communities have also eliminated pesticides and are
enjoying safer communities.

With the guidance of members from Washington Toxic Coalition, Audubon,
People for Puget Sound the task force has experience in carrying through atask that is
focused and well planned. Beginning with the City of Olympiato create acity that is
willing to lead Thurston County into a pesticide free community other cities within the
county can follow their example to have a pesticide free County. The advantage to begin
with one city and grow to the whole county and beyond gives us time to learn how to take
on apolicy that will benefit and protect the northwest quality of life. We value our
outdoor lifestyle, our children, salmon and our water. Improving the quality of our
community will guide other communities to follow our example for creating a healthy

community as well.



Background (my knowledge base)

During past quarters | have had the opportunity to work on projects that looked a
pesticides and how the content of the ingredients put more that nitrogen, phosphorus, and
potassium into the soil. Fertilizers also include inert ingredients that have been added by
way of micronutrients. These inert ingredients range from lead, cadmium, arsenic,
nickel, and other heavy metals that are linked to harming living organisms. Human-
health isimpacted in various manners from the ingestion of these heavy metals. The
presents of these products in the environment are creating a host of problems for the
entire ecosystem. | have analyzed soil samples ranging from residential to farm soilsin
eastern Washington. These soils have contaminants that are above background levels for
the state of Washington.

My desire to find ways to remediate the soils and stop the use of pesticides which
bioaccumulate in the soil and the food supply have brought me to look at
Phytoremediation as an answer. While looking at remediation as ways for communities
to cleanse their soils and protect their watershed the use native plants, turf, and trees help
achieve this goal.

Our reliance on chemical answers to remove pests and give us the enviable “green
lawn” has put our community at unnecessary risk. Changing the impression of what a

healthy landscape should be is where | want to focus my work.



The Plan (How will I do this?)

As amember of the Health Olympia Task Force | would like to focus my work in
the outdoors working with city and community members who are using alternative

methods to deal with pests and protect the lands that we share.



Community connections
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