TO ALL WHO PLAN TO TRAVEL TO FRANCE SPRING QUARTER

From Jeremy Loomis-Norris [jeremyloomisnorris@hotmail.com]
------------------------------------------

TRAVEL RESOURCES

Cheep airfare: www.studentuniverse.com is really great. So great. You need an evergreen email address though. (Since almost no one I know actually uses or is even aware of their evergreen email,) ask someone in the computer center what yours is and they'll tell you.

Consolidator airfare:

www.purchase-discount-airfare.com/ discount_consolidator_airfare.html

www.travelsecrets.com
Rail passes: www.eurail.com in France: www.sncf.fr
Passport info: You have to go to the post office to sign things anyways so don't bother doing anything on the internet about it. The post office is downtown, so you have to leave campus. Get it EARLY. You get jacked for all you're worth if you need it sooner than six weeks.

Places to stay in Paris: Hostels in Paris vary GREATLY in price/location/quality/ambience/etc. The best are in Montmartre, in the 18th arrondisement (Paris is broken up into sections called "arrondisements", which I almost definitely misspelled. The last 2 digits of the zip code always correspond to the section.) Start looking early cos the good ones fill up fast. Also, The Henri IV hotel, which is like practically down the block from anywhere you need to get to in the center of Paris, is ridiculously cheap, and it's one of the oldest hotels in Paris (this means romantic). Actually, for all you need to know about Paris get The Irreverent Guide to Paris from Frommer's. Don't get anything else, unless you like wasting your money. Don't buy a map, cos they're free from every department store in the city.

Cell phones/ Calling Cards:

You can find "disposable" cell phones (meaning they're so crappy you throw them away when you come back to the States) for real cheap- much cheaper than rentals. They're better for calling around France than for calling home, though. For calling home, get a calling card in France. Don't use your American one. There's all kinds of other weird little things but the one rule about calling home or around Europe is that sooner or later you will get fleeced- so don't stress out about it too much, but try to stay on the smart side.

STA Travel:

Capitol Hill: 424 Broadway E Seattle WA 206-329-4567

and 

University District: 4341 University Way NE (the ave) 206-633-5000 

These guys are really nice and they know everything about everything. They're like librarians cos they never have anything to do, and so they live to answer questions. Go.

International Student ID's, hostel cards, and lots of other generally-desirable information: www.iyhf.org
Hostels in France: www.fuaj.org or www.hostelworld.com are the best.


