Moon pretest – Physics of Astronomy – Tues.20.Jan.2004

After reading and before discussing Universe Ch.3
Name: _______________________

1.  Is the Moon ever visible in the daytime (on a clear day)?

A:  only during solar eclipses, when the sky is dark

B.  No, the Moon is never visible during the daytime

C.  Yes, but only if the Sun is very close to the horizon (just after sunrise or just before sunset)

D:  yes, whenever the Moon is above the horizon and it is not close to new moon.

2.  What causes the phases of the Moon?

A:  The motion of the Moon in its orbit around the Earth causes us to see different amounts of the Earth’s shadow falling on the Moon.

B:   The motion of the Moon in its orbit around the Earth causes us to see different amounts of the sunlit side of the Moon.

C:  The distance of the Moon from the Earth changes because of the elliptical orbit of the Moon, causing the sunlit side of the Moon to move relative to the Earth

D:  The rotation of the Moon around its own axis causes us to see different amounts of the sunlit side of the Moon.

3.  How much of the Moon is lit by sunlight at any given time (ignore eclipses)?

A:  Always half

B:  Sometimes more, sometimes less than half

4.  Does the “dark side of the Moon” ever get sunlight?

A:  yes, rarely
     B:  yes, half the time

C:  no, that’s why it’s called the dark side.

5.  Full Moon rises at

A:  noon
B:  sunset
C: midnight

D: dawn

6.  New Moon rises at

A:  noon
B:  sunset
C: midnight

D: dawn

7.  Lunar eclipses can occur at:

A:  full moon

B:  new moon

C:  both

D:  neither

8.  In Olympia, more lunar eclipses happen in

A:  Summer

B:  Winter

C:  same

9.  A lunar eclipse is visible to people on

A:  almost half the Earth
B:  a small spot on Earth
C:  a small stripe on Earth

10.  Which of the following will never be seen from the Earth as a crescent?

A:  Mercury

B:  Venus

C:  Mars

D: Moon

