Name _________________

Date _________________

Kennedy Creek Field Journal
As you enter the trail and are walking, take a look around you and write down what you see & hear (plants/animals):  ___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

What was the name of the Native American village that once existed near the mouth of Kennedy Creek and what did they call the creek? ______________________________________________________________________

The small side stream that flows into Kennedy Creek is called _______________

_______________.  Why do you think it is important to protect creeks like

this one and others? ___________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Do fallen leaves have any value for insects and salmon or do they just clog up the stream? ___________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

At Kennedy Creek, draw a picture of the creek (include the direction that the water is flowing, any cutbanks, places of erosion, gravel bars, pools, riffles and large woody debris).

Do you notice any large woody debris like downed trees, logs and branches in the creek?  Should we go and remove them for the fish?  Why or why not?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

What is a nurse log?  Why are they important in an ecosystem? ______________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

As you approach the spawning viewpoints, remember these fish scare easily so make sure to STAY QUIET & BE VERY STILL!!
How many redds can you count in the stream? ____________________________

How many pairs of spawning Chum salmon do you see? ____________________

Do you see more males or females? Why? _________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Are there any salmon carcasses along the stream? _________ Why are they dead? ________________________________________________________________

What connections are there between salmon carcasses and fry (baby salmon)?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Spawning Behavior Observations:  Find a pair of spawning salmon and keep a tally of the number of times you observe spawning behaviors:

      Tallies

Behaviors:




Nosing - With her nose, the female searches the gravel to find a place 



to build her redd (a clean, well-oxygenated spot where the groundwater 



wells up).



Crossover - The male crosses back & forth over the female behind her 



dorsal (large back) fin.



Quivering - Fast shivers or vibrations of a male next to a female to try 



and excite her to release her eggs.



Excavation digging - The female lays on her side and flaps her 




caudal (tail) fin to clean out a redd.



Male Aggression - a male defending their female against other males 



with bites, lunges and pushes.




Gamete Release - The egg release by the female and fertilization by 



the male at the same time.

