2/15/04

To Whom It May Concern:

The person bearing this letter is a student in Transcendent Practices, a current, yearlong program of study at the Evergreen State College.  The trajectory of the course began with exposure to three practices:  yoga, sculpture and poetry writing, and students have been actively engaged in these practices since the beginning of Fall Quarter.  The upcoming Spring Quarter will provide the students with the opportunity to design their own course of study, and to pursue a practice of their own interest.

The student has identified you as someone involved in a practice in which he/she is interested.  Part of each student’s challenge in Spring is to establish contact with a practitioner of interest.  The student must, at the least, talk with and interview the practitioner to get an idea of what the practice looks like in a real-world setting.  In most cases, the student will have researched or been previously involved in his/her practice of interest.  In many cases, students have an abstract interest in a subject or activity, but no real idea of how that activity is successfully engaged by a person who’s also involved in the complexities of a real life.  As many of you know from personal experience, early contact with teachers is often highly influential in terms of the paths you choose (or do not choose) to pursue.

The purpose of this letter is to ask you to talk to the student about your practice.  Beyond that, the degree of involvement, exposure, and exchange between the two of you is entirely up to the two of you.  As faculty at Evergreen, we understand that you already have multiple demands made on your time; if you feel that you have no time (or no interest) to give to this student’s project, we understand, respect and support your decision to decline to participate.  If, however, you do have some time to discuss your practice with the student, or, even better, time to expose the student to the practice itself, in whatever manner you deem appropriate, we are extremely grateful.

As faculty for Transcendent Practices, we are available to answer questions directly from you at the numbers and emails listed below, and we encourage you to contact us with any questions, complaints or comments about the process.  We appreciate the time that you’ve taken to look over this document, and wish you continued satisfaction and  success in your personal practice.  

					Sincerely,



Bob Leverich				Sarah Williams			Timothy Kelly
                                                           
leverich @                                           williasa@                                            kellyt@
evergreen.edu			            evergreen.edu				evergreen.edu
										360 491 5641


