Poetry, Week 3, Transcendent Practice, 10/13

Last week, the assignment was to bring an original poem to Workshop that dealt loosely with the sense of place, and the results were quite varied. This week, we'll continue with the theme of grounding, by focusing again on place. This week, I'd like you to concentrate on this specific scenario:

Has someone ever taken you to a place that was special to him/her, specifically

because he/she wanted you to see it? It might be a quiet place in the woods, a jetpath near an airport, a museum, a concert, a gravesite, or a panoramic view; it might be home to meet his/her parents. What was that experience like? What was the place like? Were you flattered? Bored? Transfixed?

Bring an original poem (by you) to Workshop Thursday. Please don't scribble down the poem on your way over from Seminar. While you are, as usual, not constrained in terms of style or form, I would ask you to type the poem, make sure your name, date, and group (A or B) are included at the top of the page. One page of content is the absolute maximum. I will accept handwritten work this week (if you must,) but I will no longer accept handwritten work after this week.

Your other assignments include continuing through Mary Oliver's Poetry Handbook; I'd like to have the book finished by next week. If you have questions on the text, bring them to Workshop. Her chapter on Imagery is exceptionally good.

Finally, we will continue having students read aloud poems that have inspired or moved them; please be prepared to talk about the poem you bring; why you like it, how you became acquainted with it, what it means to you. It's important to discuss your emotional response to the poem. I will have a boombox at Workshop for those who want to bring recorded examples of pieces that they particularly like. Again, I expect all Workshop student to participate.

Your poems from last week will be available at Thursday's workshop; they should be saved into your portfolios. If you want further comment, I'll be available weekly from 12-1 in my office (3260, Lab 2,) and after Workshop Thursdays in Library 2127, from roughly 2:45-on, as needed.

