Designing Languages

Spring 2005

Paper 3 – due Thursday, Week 6 (May 5)

In Metaphors We Live By (including the 2003 Afterward), Lakoff and Johnson argue that our conceptual system is metaphorical.  Their evidence is based on their understanding of natural language and its semantics – the way we talk about abstract concepts.

In your tutoring and problem solving in Logo and linguistics, you have been learning also about translation.  Given what you have learned this quarter thus far about translation, can you say how you might approach either teaching or learning given Lakoff and John’s approach to the understanding of meaning?

Your first paragraph should summarize the nature of meaning, according to Lakoff and Johnson and the program workshops.  The second should illustrate your summary using one particular instance of translation, using examples, and the third paragraph should address how your example(s) of translation in practice can be used to support (or not) a case for language teachers (or learners, or translators) being made aware of the metaphorical theory of meaning.
