List of Clues 
Due: Tues., Oct. 12

Many mystery stories hinge on their clues; it is their clues that the reader tries to identify and then figure out in concert with the detective— though many well written mysteries keep the detective/hero one or two steps ahead of the reader, and it is this relationship between the reader and the hero that creates tension and suspense. But let's not get ahead of ourselves. While stories (as opposed to novels) often do not allow for as many clues nor do they emphasize the pursuit and analysis of clues, the success of stories can pivot on the success of its one or two clues. 

For this assignment, we'd like you to create a list of 5 to 10 details and their subsequent meaning. These details or descriptions may seem insignificant. But with your explanation of their relevance, they become clues. Example:

Detail: a man is found dead, shot in the chest with a rifle, the rifle at his side. It appears to have been a suicide. The gun is a bolt-action, the bolt is closed with a spent cartridge inside, and the barrel of the gun is clean. 

Following clue: usually with suicides, and especially with suicides involving a rifle, the person places the gun against his body and shoots. There typically follows "blow back" in which blood and body parts get on the barrel of the gun. If the gun's barrel is clean, it is questionable whether the person was shot at close range, and thus whether the death is a suicide. 

You have already imagined a murder and crime scene. Feel free to make use of some of these details if you can. You may also wish to use the above format in which you give the detail then the subsequent clue. 

As you learn about forensic science, you can use this knowledge to create realistic, subtle, and satisfying clues for your writing. Granted we have covered only a small portion of forensics so far, but do your best. You may be able to come up with details/clues that don't require forensics. 
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