Describe a Murder 
Due: Wed., Oct 6

Length: 2 pages max., always double-spaced

In concise, descriptive writing describe the actual murder of a person. (Yes, this may sound morbid, but this exercise will improve you ability to write a mystery.) You will need to first imagine the murder in all its gory (or not gory) details. Who is the victim and who is the killer? Is the murder premeditated or spontaneous? How does the killer act? This ultimately gets at the killer's personality, but don't tell us anything about who s/he is. Only describe (i.e. show) the actions. How does the victim act? Does s/he fight back, succumb, etc? What happens immediately preceding the killing (i.e. how does the killer enter the house)? What happens immediately following the killing (i.e. does the killer cover up the crime or leave the victim to die a slow, tormented death)? Remember, you are reporting the details in all their specifics; you are not analyzing these details or telling what they mean or why they are significant. Do not write that the killer was pleased with his work, only show how he's pleased. Can you imply the killer's motives through your description? Is she killing her lover because s/he won't leave her/his partner, and how would this be shown in the killer's actions? 

A note about point of view (POV): do not assume the killer or victim's POV. Write this piece in an objective, third-person point of view such that we don't get into the mind of any of the characters. 
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