Visual Map Workshop

How People Learn

Tuesday March 29th, 2005


GOAL:  

To support you in becoming better analytical readers, you will:

· Learn how to create visual maps of the seminar readings for seminar preparations.

· Discover how visual maps can help to communicate and organize key parts of an author’s message.  

· Decide what level of detail to include in your maps for seminar preparations.

NOTE:  Keep a record of your work and thinking from this workshop, as well as all future ones, in your portfolio.  It will later help you to tell the story of your learning.

Free write & warm-up– What does the title of the book make you think about?   
(5 mins)
Who is the author?  And what’s her reason for writing this book?
(20 mins)

1. Read and think about the (i) title of the book; (ii) the back cover; and (iii) the introduction of the book.  What is Sonia Nieto trying to do?  


2. Create a visual map to represent this goal.   
 
3. Who is Sonia Nieto and what motivated her to write this book?  
(NOTE: Seminar facilitators will bring this information to seminar each week from now on.)


Getting an overview of the book and argument 
(20 mins)

4. What does Nieto write about in each chapter to help her accomplish her goal for the book as a whole? Use pages xxiii-xxiv, as well as the introductory couple of paragraphs in each chapter to help you.    


· Show on your map how each of her chapters contributes to the larger goal of the book.   


· What kind of claims (see handout you worked with earlier) does she seem to be working with in each of the chapters? 


Focusing in on the important details of one chapter
(20 mins)
5. Create a visual map of chapter one.  Remind yourselves of what she is trying to do with the chapter.   What kind of a visual map would help you to describe the structure and argument of this chapter?


6. If you were trying to use this map to help you understand, think and talk about the essence of Nieto’s arguments: 

· Which details would be important or useful to include?  

· How much detail would you need to include?  

· How much could you leave out and still communicate the important parts of her argument? 

· What kinds of details would you want to distinguish from each other?  

Add these details to your map.   Make a succinct list that helps to name the kinds of things you’d add to such maps in the future.  

7. Post the maps & lists on the wall. Walk around and take a careful look.  Compare and contrast what people saw as the essence of Nieto’s arguments.  Compare and contrast the level and kinds of details they chose to include.

