Visual Map Workshop

How People Learn

Tuesday March 29th, 2005

Goal

To begin exploring some of the barriers that get in the way of learning. (Facing difficulty)

To support students in becoming more analytical readers, students will:

· discover how visual maps can help to communicate and organize key parts of an author’s message.  

· learn how to create visual maps of the seminar readings for seminar preparations.

Objectives

· Students will reflect on and analyze factors that act as hurdles to effort.

· Students will create visual representations of the six basic claim types.
· Students practice creating a visual map of Sonia Nieto’s book by analyzing the introduction and chapter 1.
· Students will begin identifying some of the challenges involved in mapping out story of a book that has many types of arguments building up to the larger argument.  
Materials needed:


25 copies of “Claim types” & workshop.


Butcher paper & pens.


Overhead of illusion & overhead projector

OPENING WARM UP REFLECTION (20 minutes)
10:05 –10:25

Share with the students the bicycle analogy. 

· Ask students to identify something they learned that was hard, they didn’t accomplish the first time, but they tried several times and ultimately began to get better at it.  What made them stick with it?

· Ask students to describe something they tried to learn that was hard that they didn’t accomplish the first time & stopped trying to accomplish.  What was it? What made them give it up?

Sonja make a list on the board of reasons why did/didn’t try again:

	Tried again


	Didn’t try again


· What distinguishes this list?  Talk about reading… Ask the students what column hard reading is likely to fall in for them.  Ask why.

My goal this quarter is to have us not just learn about how people learn, but also to understand better some of the barriers that get in the way of learning.  We are going to be readings some books that are both interesting and in some cases quite hard to get meaning out of.  We won’t pretend about that but we will work to become better readers and in the process explore the reading space as a metaphor for how learning happens/doesn’t happen.  In this case, my goal is to help you to stick around long enough to listen to what someone has to say, even if nothing in your experience gives you a clue about what you have to gain from listening.  It’s both a skill and a disposition to make meaning out of someone’s words and to consider the implications of what they have to say that I think is worthwhile and important in creating, as Terry Tempest Williams would say, an open space for Democracy.


THE ILLUSION -- Bring in the illusion …  
(30 minutes)
1. Tell half the class “animal” and the other half of the class nothing.  (give them a piece of paper with the word on it)


2. Ask people to write down whether they consider themselves a visual thinker.  Whether they have a lot of experience with signs & symbols (semiotics), spent a lot of time looking for images in the clouds.  If yes – write down VT.


3. Gradually bring the illusion into focus, counting as you go along.  Ask students to write down the number closest to the one where they figured out what the image was.   


4. Tally the numbers & see if there is a difference in the average # of clicks it takes to figure out the image.

	
	Word cue
	No word cue
	Average

#

	visual thinker/ Semiotic experience/
	
	
	

	Not yet/
little experience
	
	
	

	Average #
	
	
	


· What strikes you about this data?  

· What questions does it make you pose?

· What conclusions could you draw about what might be important for learning to be supported?

FIRST WORKSHOP ON FINDING THE ARGUMENT
Explain my goals for the morning and for the seminar preparations. (see above)  So, today you’ll get some practice and we’ll work together over the course of this quarter to refine this assignment so that it works well for what it’s intended.  
20 minutes

 (11:00-11:20)


1.  
What do you think this diagram is trying to communicate?



How would you fill it in?

2.  Come up with an image that would help illustrate the kind of thinking that is illustrated in each of the 6 claim types.  

3.
Your goal with each seminar preparation will be to map out author’s goal by using a visual that illustrates the type of claim s/he is making.  You will fill it in w/ key arguments and data that help the author make the point.


Part of what we need to figure out together today is:

(i) How to identify what the author is trying to do with a book.  What is the one thing the author is trying to get us to think about deeply as a result of reading the book?


(ii) How to use the diagram to map out the author’s goal/argument.


(iii) Identify what kinds of details would be useful to include on the diagrams.    Arguments?  Data?  Opinion? Page #?  Consider what the function of the diagram could be for you (e.g. focus your reading? Pay attention to what’s important point and what’s an example?  Notice when the author shares a warranted vs. unwarranted opinion?  Prepare for seminar discussions?  etc)...  


(iv) Also what do we do when each chapter makes a different type of argument in order to support the larger argument of the book.  

BREAK 10 minutes
11:20 –11:30
Workshop (Get folks into groups:  Count off in 6s to make 6 groups of 4)
Free write 5 minutes – What does the title of the book make you think about?  (Share 3-4 with class)
11:30-11:40
Who is the author?  And what’s their reason for writing this book?
(10 +5 minutes)


11:40 –11:55
1. Read and think about the (i) title of the book; (ii) the back cover; and (iii) the introduction of the book.  What is Sonia Nieto trying to do?  Create a visual map to represent this goal.   

(NOTE:  Keep a record of your work and thinking from this workshop, and all future ones, in your portfolio.  It will later help you to tell the story of your learning).
 
2. Who is Sonia Nieto and what motivated her to write this book?  (Seminar facilitators will bring this information to seminar each week from now on.)


Discuss as larger group  5 minutes – What did folks come up with?  

· Make sure you ask them to point to the part of the text that informed their thinking.  Make sure you ask folks to paraphrase and explain what the quotes they use mean.  

· Make sure you highlight that seminar facilitators will bring info about author background and motivation to seminar each week.  Brainstorm where to get that information (web, back of book, preface, acknowledgements, etc)

Getting an overview of the book and argument 
(20 +15 minutes, 11:55-12:30)
3. What does Nieto write about in each chapter to help her accomplish her goal for the book as a whole? Use pages xxiii-xxiv, as well as the introductory couple of paragraphs in each chapter to help you.    

· Show on your map how each of her chapters contributes to the larger goal of the book.   

· What kind of claims (see handout you worked with earlier) does she seem to be working with in each of the chapters? 

Discuss as larger group 15 minutes – What did folks come up with?  

· Go around the room.  Group by group. Group one explains function of chapter one, etc.  

· Does everyone agree?  Any different ideas about how contribute to whole?

· Add to your maps, notice what you’d change/clarify based on our discussion.

LUNCH
12:30 –1:30
Focusing in on the important details of one chapter
(20 +15 minutes, 1:30 –2:05)
4. Create a visual map of chapter one.  Remind yourselves of what she is trying to do with the chapter.   What kind of a visual map would help you to describe the structure and argument of this chapter?


5. If you were trying to use this map to help you understand, think and talk about the essence of Nieto’s arguments: 

· Which details would be important or useful to include?  

· How much detail would you need to include?  

· How much could you leave out and still communicate the important parts of her argument? 

· What kinds of details would you want to distinguish from each other?  

Add these details to your map.   Make a succinct list that helps to name the kinds of things you’d add to such maps in the future.  

6.
Post the maps & lists on the wall. Walk around and take a careful look.  Compare and contrast what people saw as the essence of Nieto’s arguments.  Compare and contrast the level and kinds of details they chose to include.

Discuss as larger group 15 minutes – What did folks come up with?  

· Go around the room with a gallery walk.  Compare and contrast what people saw as the essence of Nieto’s arguments.  Compare and contrast the level and kinds of details they chose to include.

· Does everyone agree?  Any different ideas about how contribute to whole book?

· Add to your maps, notice what you’d change/clarify based on our discussion.

Visual Map Workshop

How People Learn

Tuesday March 29th, 2005


GOAL:  

To support you in becoming better analytical readers, you will:

· Learn how to create visual maps of the seminar readings for seminar preparations.

· Discover how visual maps can help to communicate and organize key parts of an author’s message.  

· Decide what level of detail to include in your maps for seminar preparations.

NOTE:  Keep a record of your work and thinking from this workshop, as well as all future ones, in your portfolio.  It will later help you to tell the story of your learning.

Free write & warm-up– What does the title of the book make you think about?   
(5 mins)
Who is the author?  And what’s her reason for writing this book?
(20 mins)

1. Read and think about the (i) title of the book; (ii) the back cover; and (iii) the introduction of the book.  What is Sonia Nieto trying to do?  


2. Create a visual map to represent this goal.   
 
3. Who is Sonia Nieto and what motivated her to write this book?  
(NOTE: Seminar facilitators will bring this information to seminar each week from now on.)


Getting an overview of the book and argument 
(20 mins)

4. What does Nieto write about in each chapter to help her accomplish her goal for the book as a whole? Use pages xxiii-xxiv, as well as the introductory couple of paragraphs in each chapter to help you.    


· Show on your map how each of her chapters contributes to the larger goal of the book.   


· What kind of claims (see handout you worked with earlier) does she seem to be working with in each of the chapters? 


Focusing in on the important details of one chapter
(20 mins)
5. Create a visual map of chapter one.  Remind yourselves of what she is trying to do with the chapter.   What kind of a visual map would help you to describe the structure and argument of this chapter?


6. If you were trying to use this map to help you understand, think and talk about the essence of Nieto’s arguments: 

· Which details would be important or useful to include?  

· How much detail would you need to include?  

· How much could you leave out and still communicate the important parts of her argument? 

· What kinds of details would you want to distinguish from each other?  

Add these details to your map.   Make a succinct list that helps to name the kinds of things you’d add to such maps in the future.  

7. Post the maps & lists on the wall. Walk around and take a careful look.  Compare and contrast what people saw as the essence of Nieto’s arguments.  Compare and contrast the level and kinds of details they chose to include.

Will there be a difference in the average amount of time it takes to figure out what the image is?

	
	Word cue
	No cue
	Average

# to guess

	Visual thinker/ Semiotic experience/
	
	
	

	Not yet/
little experience
	
	
	

	Average #
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