Taking Stock

How People Learn – Spring 2005

GOALS

You will examine your understanding of current program material by using it to analyze (i) range of study/learning strategies, (ii) classroom teaching strategy and (iii) evolving knowledge of self as learner.

OBJECTIVES

1. For all the following reflective exercises, your task is to actively use the tools and lenses of the program material we have explored to date in your analyses.  That includes:

· Piaget’s and Kegan’s theories of intellectual development

· Beliefs about intelligence (entity, incremental)

· Nieto’s break down of what learning is

· Zull’s explanations of brain based learning.

· Learning styles.

· Anything else that you’ve learned from each other.

2. You will work both individually and in groups for most of these tasks.  The idea is to first work alone so that you have a chance to notice which the tools and lenses you are most comfortable thinking about, what’s involved in applying them, and noticing the parts you still have questions about.  Then in groups, you’ll have a chance to both elaborate your understanding and clarify other people’s understanding using your collective skills and knowledge.   

What makes a useful strategy? Taking the learners perspective.

Some people might argue that the strategies Mooney & Cole outline would be considered cheating.  What do you think?  

Homework for Monday

1. Read carefully your groups selection on Mooney and Cole’s (chapters on writing, reading, discussions, note taking or studying for exams.)  

2. Use what you’ve learned so far to explore the degree to which the strategies in this chapter contribute to learning and understanding.  Explain your rationale.

3. Type your 1-2 page reflection and bring it to class on Monday.

Monday Group work

1. Share your reflections with each other.  


2. Help each other to clarify how you use the program materials.  Use this discussion to elaborate and modify your reflections.   


3. Show any clarifications or additions you made as a result of this discussion on your reflection (can do this in handwriting).  


4. Write down any questions that you have about the program material that are stimulated by this analysis and discussion.

Set a goal for your next two seminar papers

Tuesday Writers Workshop – Individual Reflections
Compare personal papers with rubric you developed.  Write a reflection on the following 3 questions:

1. What do you notice yourself working on in your writing and in your papers?

2. What 2-3 things would you like to practice more specifically on next paper?

3. How effective is the rubric as a guide?  How would you modify or clarify the rubric?

Setting up learning experiences.  Taking the teacher’s perspective.

Tuesday Afternoon & Homework for Wednesday
1. Watch film of bilingual 4th grade math class at least 2 times.  

2. What is this teacher trying to help her students to learn and understand?  Identify the kinds of things that this teacher is doing to support learning and understanding. Is there anything else that she could do?  Use the program material to help you explain your answer.


3. Write a 1-2 page typed reflection.


Wednesday Group work

1. Share your reflections with each other.  


2. Help each other to clarify how you use the program materials.  Use this discussion to elaborate and modify your reflections.   


3. Show any clarifications or additions you made as a result of this discussion on your reflection (can do this in handwriting).  


4. Write down any questions that you have about the program material that are stimulated by this analysis and discussion.

What are you learning about yourself as a learner?

Homework for Thursday

Notice what you are learning about yourself as a learner.  Are you thinking about anything in a new way?  Has anything been confirmed?  Do you have new questions?

Make a sculpture, draw an image, write a poem or write a reflection that captures what you are learning and how your understanding has either shifted or been confirmed since the beginning of the quarter.

Thursday 10am class:  BREAKFAST POTLUCK!!!

1. Share your sculpture/image/poem/reflection with class

2. Ideas and feedback to shape second half of the quarter.

3. Hand in all analyses and modifications that emerged out of your group work to Sonja.

***  Meetings with Sonja Start Thursday  Afternoon – bring Portfolios with you ***

