How theories of learning enter the classroom

How People Learn – Spring 2005

Goal: 
1.  To compare and contrast five theoretical perspectives on learning (Yours, 
Rogoff’s, Skinner’s, Piaget’s, Vygotsky’s & Zull’s).  

2.  To explore how these perspectives show up in the decisions teachers make about how to structure lesson plans

3.  To adapt lesson plans so as to better support learning from your perspectives.

Part One:  Identify beliefs about learning and learners by analyzing lesson plans 
 

(50 minutes)

1. Share lesson plans.  Identify what the goals of the lesson are.  Identify what it is that the teacher wants the student to walk away knowing, or thinking about, or able to do.


2. One lesson plan at a time, walk through the plan 
(i) 
Clarify what it is that students will DO to meet the goal (i.e. HOW will they learn “it”?)

(ii) 
What does this teacher seem to believe about the nature of learning and about the nature of the learner?  What kinds of clues do the learning activities give you about the learning theories that guide the teacher’s work with students? Be specific about which things on the lesson plan lead you to that conclusion.
10 minutes BREAK

Part Two:  Develop a purposeful learning opportunity by being conscious of your theories about learning. 
(40 minutes)

3. Pick one lesson plan to adapt and strengthen so that it is better able to support the learner and learning.  

· 
What would you keep, need to change and what would you add?  Why?  

· 
What theories about learning influenced your decision?  Be specific about how this theory is showing up in your decision-making.

4. Create a visual that clearly communicates: 

(i) 
the goal of the lesson

(ii) 
the activities that were in the lesson

(iii) 
the changes that you’d make

(iv) 
the theory of learning that guided your decision.

Be prepared to present this visual to the class

