Imagining the Past
Rich Questions Workshop

January 4


The purpose of this workshop is to help you develop a variety of historical questions, one of which you will treat imaginatively by the end of the quarter. [see Project Assignment Handout]

Please read the entire workshop through first.  Then begin.  

I.  Make a list of at least 15 rich historical questions you’ve always wondered about.  That is, ask questions that are likely to have complex answers that go beyond a simple face.  [a simple question is “how tall was Ben Franklin?” –you can look it up and have the answer.  A rich question is “what was Ben Franklin’s role in enlisting France in the American Revolution?”] –you could read 10 books on the subject and you’d still have to develop your own opinion.

List your questions on a separate piece of paper.

II. Select a partner and share you list with that person.  Identify 5 questions in your partner’s list that are particularly rich—those that seem to be the most complex.  You’re not trying to answer the questions now, just to identify the questions likely to yield the most.  

III. Now take a few minutes to discuss the characteristics of a rich question.  Can you see qualities that your 10 questions (5 each) have in common?

IV. Meet in the large group to debrief. 

For next week:  make a list of 5 events you believe are the most interesting/fruitful.  Write 2 or 3 sentences about each—what you know about the event now, why it’s interesting to you.  Bring your list and sentences to next week’s workshop.

