Mythologies

Photography and Electoral Appeal

Some candidates for Parliament adorn their eclectoral prospectus
with a portrait. This presupposes that photography has a power
to convert which must be analysed. To start with, the effigy of a
candidate establishes a personal link between him and the voters;
the candidate does not only offer a programme for judgment, he
suggests a physical climate, a set of daily choices expressed in a
morphology, a way of dressing, a posture. Photography thus
tends to restore the paternalistic nature of elections, whose
elitist essence has been disrupted by proportional representation
and the rule of parties (the Right seems to use it more than the
Left). Inasmuch as photography is an ellipse of language and a
condensation of an ‘ineffable’ social whole, it constitutes an anti-
intellectual weapon and tends to spirit away ‘politics’ (that is to
say a body of problems and solutions) to the advantage of a
‘manner of being’, a socio-moral status. It is well known that this
antithesis is one of the major myths of Poujadism (Poujade on
television saying: ‘Look at me: I am like you').

Electoral photography is therefore above all the acknowledg-
ment of something deep and irrational co-extensive with politics.
What is transmitted through the photograph of the candidate are
not his plans, but his deep motives, all his family, mental, even
erotic circumstances, all this style of life of which he is at once
the product, the example and the bait. It is obvious that what
most of our candidates offer us through their likeness is a type of
social setting, the spectacular comfort of family, legal and
religious norms, the suggestion of innately owning such items of
bourgeois property as Sunday Mass, xenophobia, steak and
chips, cuckold jokes, in short, what we call an ideology. Needless
to say the use of electoral photography presupposes a kind of
complicity: a photograph is a mirror, what we are asked to read is
the familiar, the known; it offers to the voter his own likeness, but
clarified, exalted, superbly elevated into a type. This glorification
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