Seminar Paper #1

Waste and Want:  The Business and Psychology of Consumption

Due Thursday September 30

One of the first pieces of work to do in any group that works together and relies on each other in some way is to develop an group agreement for how that collaborative work will best happen.  (You might consider doing this with your small STUFF groups as well.)

In many ways the seminar space is a place to practice skills that are important in a functioning democracy.  Not necessarily those involved in making a final decision, but those that enable us to gather and thoughtfully consider information, explore issues, and fully examine who does and doesn’t benefit from a perspective or a situation, etc.  We will use Terry Tempest Williams’ article to stimulate a discussion about what it means to create an open space for democracy.  Each seminar group will then develop some guidelines for itself in order to promote such a space in the seminar discussions.

In preparation for that discussion and for the development of those guidelines, write a one page seminar paper in which you:

(i) 
Identify Terry Tempest Williams' thesis. 

(ii)
Make an integrative statement connecting the text to the program themes.  In this case, consider the kinds of conditions the seminar group would need to foster in order to succeed in creating an open space for democracy;.

(iii)
Identify how her writing informs your thinking about creating an open space for democracy in the seminar.

(iv)
 Identify 3 questions that are tied to the text.  Remember these questions should do more than evoke yes/no answers. They should also require more of your classmates than their simple opinion. Be sure to cite the parts of the text that motivated your question.

