SACRED SITES WORKSHOP

Anti-Indian Movements program

Wednesday, May 3, 2006

The situation: A major water bottling company (Nestle/Perrier)wants to pump out springwater for its Ice Mountain brand from a rural area of Wisconsin or Minnesota. It is opposed by groups of farmers, environmentalists, fishing groups and Native Americans, because it would suck up the area’s groundwater table and make wells and streams go dry.  A local tribal nation opposes the project also because it would affect a particular sacred spring and nearby burial sites.  (For background on real-life case studies, see the links with each group.) Members of different stakeholder groups can also meet with each other to strategize; we will have one hour at the end of class Wednesday.

The dilemma:  How state government should respond to the tribal and environmental demands, especially since the tribe cannot identify (for spiritual reasons) the location of the particular spring or burial sites that it fears will be disturbed.  How can the state (perhaps pressured by federal agencies) respond to the tribal demands if it does not know where the sites are located?  The two faculty members will play a mediating role.  

The players (stakeholders):

Native nation (Medicine Creek and Point No Point groups)
Wants a halt to the project because of the effects on the sacred spring and burial sites.  Cannot disclose the location of either, out of concern for revealing secrets or making the site vulnerable to exploiters or grave robbers. See http://www.alphacdc.com/treaty/perrier.html 

Environmental group (Quinault and Nez Perce groups)
Local farmers, sportfishers and ecologists wanting a halt to the project because it would cause wells and trout streams to run dry, and the associated truck traffic from the huge bottling plant, influx of new residents, etc.  May or may not work with the tribe in an alliance. See http://www.savemiwater.org/ and http://www.knowbottledwater.org/ 

Developer  (Neah Bay and Colville groups)

Nestle/Perrier wants to sink the pumping wells and build the bottling plant, and belittles tribal and environmental concerns, but grows increasinly concerned about the federally backed tribal powers to protect the interests of the tribal nation.

http://www.nestle.com/Our_Brands/Bottled_Water/Perrier/ 

State government (Point Elliot and Yakama groups)
State Department of Natural Resources (DNR) portrays itself as neutral, but state groundwater laws do not enable it to directly stop the project for environmental reasons.  It is in negotiation with the developer, environmental group and tribe. It says it cannot protect a sacred site if it does not know the location. http://www.wsn.org/water/Perrier5.html  http://www2.jsonline.com:80/news/metro/mar00/water28032700a.asp 

