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Religion and Public Life Community Forum Planned

Religion and Public Life, a community forum, will take place in the Longhouse at The Evergreen State College in Olympia from 6 – 9:30 p.m. March 13th. 


The keynote speaker is Patricia O’Connell Killen, chair of the Department of Religion, and director of the Center for Religion, Cultures, and Society in the Western United States at Pacific Lutheran University in Tacoma. She is co-author of Religion and Public Life in the PacificNorthwest: The None Zone. The book, part of a national series, uses data from three major research studies and the 2000 U.S. Census to paint a portrait of the Pacific Northwest’s religious demographics. Killen’s research focuses on how broad regional, social and cultural factors influence and are influenced by individual and institutional religious dynamics and sensibility. Killen received her Ph.D. and M.A. degrees in religious studies from Stanford University.

Killen will moderate a panel discussion by leaders of local faith communities. Panelists include Kathy Erlandson, executive director of Interfaith Works, [names to be added as panelists are confirmed].
The forum is sponsored by the Evergreen program Religion and Society. The event will also include student presentations on local faith communities that students have been researching and doing service learning for. The event is free and open to the public, and refreshments will be served.

