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Annotated Bibliography Workshop

Part One.
What is an annotated bibliography?

An annotated bibliography is a list of citations to books, articles, and documents. Each citation is followed by a brief descriptive and evaluative paragraph, the annotation. The purpose of the annotation is to inform the reader of the relevance, accuracy, and quality of the sources cited.

How can we create one?  

This involves several intellectual skills:  clear, concise writing, critical analysis, and, of course, informed library research. 

· As you are researching, keep track of citations to books, periodicals, and documents that may contain useful information and ideas on your question. 

· Briefly examine and review the actual items. 

· Choose those works that provide a variety of perspectives on your topic. 

· Cite the book, article, or document using the appropriate style (MLA in this case – but, just make sure you have a style!). 

· Write a concise annotation that summarizes the central theme and scope of the book, web site, or article. Include one or more sentences that 

· evaluate the authority or background of the author, 

· comment on the intended audience, 

· compare or contrast this work with another you have cited, or 

· explain how this work illuminates your bibliography/research question. 

Some questions you might ask yourself… 

· What type of audience is the author addressing? Is the publication aimed at a specialized or a general audience? Is this source too elementary, too technical, too advanced, or just right for your needs? 

· Is the information covered fact, opinion, or propaganda? It is not always easy to separate fact from opinion. Facts can usually be verified; opinions, though they may be based on factual information, evolve from the interpretation of facts. Skilled writers can make you think their interpretations are facts. 

· Does the information appear to be valid and well-researched, or is it questionable and unsupported by evidence? Assumptions should be reasonable. Note errors or omissions. 

· Are the ideas and arguments advanced more or less in line with other works you have read on the same topic? The more radically an author departs from the views of others in the same field, the more carefully and critically you should scrutinize his or her ideas.

· Does the work update other sources, substantiate other materials you have read, or add new information? Does it extensively or marginally cover your topic? You should explore enough sources to obtain a variety of viewpoints. 

· Is the publication organized logically? Are the main points clearly presented? Do you find the text easy to read, or is it stilted or choppy? Is the author's argument repetitive? 

Don’t feel a need to answer all of these questions in a short annotation.  Basically, in two or three sentences, you can give an indication of the way you used the source in your research.  Annotated bibliographies tell the reader what’s in the source (and what isn’t); they evaluate the worth of the source for your work.  

For example, an entry for William’s essay might read:

Williams, Terry Tempest. “Commencement.” Orion 25.2 (2004): 18-25.  Based on a commencement address the author gave to graduating seniors at the University of Utah in 2003, naturalist, environmental activist, and author Williams uses the painting Meeting and a subsequent exchange of letters with a conservative senator to explore the meaning of democracy. A passionate essay that draws from her personal experience to make an argument for the value of open minds and deep listening, this was a good choice for an opening seminar. 

You will be annotating a bibliography about your own good questions--writing notes to help you remember the books you’ve scanned or read, and to help you decide about the value of the source for your seminar papers, your synthesis papers, and work that we may do winter quarter. For example, if you were researching the amount of money we need to be happy, you would evaluate the worth of each of your entries to your seminar or synthesis paper. 

To prepare for writing an annotated bibliography, imagine that you’re writing an entry on Vonnegut’s novel.  The entry would look like this:

Vonnegut, Kurt. Breakfast of Champions. New York:  Dell, 1973.

Now, what could you say in one (or two at the most) sentences about the novel that would help someone who had not read it understand its usefulness to the general study of Business and Society?

Write your one or two sentences here.

Meet with one other person and discuss your sentences.  Discuss how the sentences “capture” the work, or fail to.  Note your observations here.  Can you draw any conclusions about annotations?

Assignment:    Annotated Bibliography (due October 18)

Review the work we’ve just done on Annotated Bibliographies—the guidelines and the workshop for an Annotated Bibliography.  For week 3, let your bibliography include at least six entries exploring your question.

Open the week’s entries with the question you are researching, and an initial written reaction to that question.  
Week 3’s bibliography can include fiction, nonfiction, and academic journal articles but be very careful about using web sites and other web sources.

