GENRE & CODES
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1.
Choose 2 similar films that everyone in your group is familiar with, that you think are “good examples” of the same genre. You may choose based on existing, “strict” genre conventions, on perceived “family resemblances,” or, if you like, on your own gut feeling about the connection between works.

2.
Describe them well and record some of the elements of each that makes it a member of a genre. If the genre does not already have a name, give it one that is descriptive.

Consider the following factors in your description – and any others that you think are important:

Narrative (plot structures, situations, sequences, obstacles, conflicts, resolutions

Characterization (types, roles, behaviors, qualities, motivations, goals, 



“dimensions”

Themes (topics, subjects matter—social , cultural, psychological, moral—and 



values
Setting (geographical, historical – the purpose or meaning of the setting, the 



objects and codes that render the setting and establishes its relation 



to character
Iconography (--often as echoes of other features—stock images, motifs, fixed 



connotations, familiar patterns of image, etc.
Techniques (familiar stylistic approaches and devices for generating other 



features 

3.
Now that you’ve described to members of a genre, sketch out a “prototype” description for that genre: a description of the basic rules and permissible variations that define the genre.

4.
Using your general knowledge of the genre and your prototype description, discuss the potential or obvious ideological (political, social, moral, etc) content of the genre. This content can be built into the “hard-wiring” of the genre or might be seen as more of a trend or tendency. Be clear about why and how the ideological content might be attached to the genre.

5.
Now think of your genre in terms of its “codes.” 

Think of some of those smaller units of a film that contain meaning by appealing to or drawing on our ability to “decode” the signifier/signified in a specific (or many) ways. Many descriptions & taxonomies of codes exist, so it’s meaningful to come up with your own to understand the choices that go into describing them. Generally, you might think of codes as the various types of meaning—layers, dimensions— that we are used to drawing from a text and what conventions (of reading, of language) allow those meanings to unfold. Your goal is to describe some small units of meaning and come up with general terms for the different types of codes.

6. Finally, choose one of the text excerpts. 

a. Read it carefully, with attention to what your mind is doing as you read; mark the text as you go.

b. As a group, discuss “codes” that you found in use in the text and their effect on your reading

c. As a group, discuss how these codes suggest a certain kind of reader, how they build expectations and desires for the reader

d. As a group, attempt to assign this text a genre, invented if you like, but that is descriptive

e. Consider: what is the use of “genre” as a term of literary analysis?

f. Consider: what is the use of “codes” as an element of literary analysis?

