Friendship

Fall Quarter 2005

Writing Assignment for Cervantes and Aristotle  

Over these two weeks, we’re doing some in depth work on both Cervantes’ Don Quixote and Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics.  The purpose of this assignment is to have you set the readings by these two authors side by side, put them in dialogue with one another, and learn from the process.   You’re going to use a short passage from each text.  First, we’d like you to choose one of these passages from Aristotle.  You will need to look at the argument on the several pages adjoining the quotes given here, as well as your notes from the class presentations by members of the Classics Club and Andrew Reece, to fully understand what Aristotle is saying.  Page numbers given here are from the Pakaluk book, Other Selves.
p. 42  “The deviation from kingship is tyranny.  For, though both are monarchies, they show the widest difference, since the tyrant considers his own advantage, but the king considers the advantage of his subjects.  For someone is a king only if he is self-sufficient and superior in all goods; and since such a person needs nothing more, he will consider the subjects’ benefit, not his own.”

p. 45  “For master and slave have nothing in common, since a slave is a tool with a soul, while a tool is a slave without a soul.  In so far as he is a slave, then, there

is no friendship with him.  But there is friendship with him in so far as he is a human being.”

p. 56  “The decent person, then, has each of these features in relation to himself, and is related to his friend as he is to himself, since the friend is another himself.  Hence friendship seems to be one of these features, and people with these features seem to be friends.”

p. 60  “What is pleasant is actualization in the present, expectation for the future, and memory of the past, but what is pleasantest is the [action we do] in so far as we are actualized, and this is also most lovable.  For the benefactor, then, his product endures, since what is fine is long-lasting; but for the person acted on, what is useful passes away.”

Now that you know which passage from Aristotle you want to use, find a passage from Cervantes that seems related in terms of the friendship you see there.  Choose a passage anywhere from one paragraph to several pages long.  If your passage is from the main narrative, you will most likely be considering the friendship between Don Quixote and Sancho; however, if you want to look at some other aspect of friendship in the novel, you might choose a passage from “The Tale of Reckless Curiosity” or Sancho’s governorship on the ínsula of Barataris.

Now, read your two passages over and over together and brainstorm all the ways you see that they might possibly be related.  Make lists of ideas they have in common, subtle variations in the ideas, and places where they seem completely contradictory.   Develop a thesis about the relationship between your two passages.  We hope that you will be puzzling over your passages and your notes for several days, not writing the whole paper  in one sitting.  Note that you are not trying to show that the passage from Cervantes is simply a demonstration of Aristotle’s ideas.  You are trying to widen and deepen your own ideas about friendship, learning from these two authors in conversation with one another.  When you develop your thesis, make sure that you are arguing something you believe in.

Your paper should be 3 – 5 pages long; bring it to workshop on October 26, and turn in the final draft on October 28.  You are required to meet with a writing tutor for this paper, so your author’s note should tell the story of your visit to the tutor.

