FRIENDSHIP

PROGRAM ELEMENTS

As you can see from the syllabus, each week follows approximately the same pattern:  All Program meeting* on Tuesday afternoon, followed by a Seminar* and the All Program Tea.*  On Wednesdays, we will have a Workshop*, and on Thursdays the Perspectives Workshop* will be followed by an afternoon Film Screening*.  We will finish the week on Friday morning with a Seminar* Each of these elements is described in detail below, but you’ll really understand them after you’ve experienced them.

Your Assignments* in Friendship will be an integral part of your seminar work, and all will be submitted to your seminar faculty.  We will use the Generative Questions* as a way to think and talk about the whole topic of Friendship. See below for descriptions/explanations of the starred (*) elements.

Friendship is a coordinated studies program—it is NOT a collection of separate classes or courses, but a holistic look at Friendship through the lenses of literature, philosophy, anthropology, history, social science, film, and creative writing.  

ALL PROGRAM MEETING.  We’ll begin the week with a check-in each Tuesday and a lecture or panel discussion.  This will be a good time for announcements to the whole program (community events that others might want to attend; program pot-luck planning, etc), and for beginning to explore the week’s questions and themes.  

SEMINAR.  You will be divided into three seminar groups the first day of the program. These groups will remain constant throughout fall quarter.  At the beginning of winter quarter, new seminar groups will be formed so that you work with a different faculty member and different students. Your seminar leader will respond to your papers and will write an evaluation of your work at the end of the each quarter.

The purpose of seminar is to make time each week to discuss, question, explore the ideas from all of our texts:  the novels, the philosophy and social science readings, the films, the lectures, and any additional work you have done outside of class.  

Your seminar is a good place to raise questions about the texts, about the program themes, and about your changing understanding of the program questions.  

Your seminar faculty is there to help you learn and to help you do your best.  Please do ask her about anything related to the program or the college.  Please do drop into her office hours to talk about your progress in the program.  

Your ASSIGNMENTS will connect closely to seminar.  You will exchange SEMINAR RESPONSE PAPERS* with one seminar colleague each seminar; you will submit your weekly essays to seminar for discussion, and you will submit your PORTFOLIO* to your seminar leader at the end of the quarter.   

Seminar Response Papers: For each seminar students are required to write a one-page response to the reading for that day. You will need to type these or use a computer and keep your papers in a three-hole notebook.  These papers are due at the beginning of the seminar on Tuesday afternoon and Friday morning.  The papers are intended to serve several purposes.  1) to give students the opportunity to raise, in a systematic way, issues and themes in the seminar reading, as a way of preparing for seminar discussions; 2) to link the on-going work of the program by relating the new work to books and ideas talked about in previous weeks;  3) to gain practice in writing (style, form, organization and critical thinking)  and  4) to keep faculty informed about how students are  responding to the work.  After working through an issue of interest raised by the new reading, the paper should conclude with one or two significant questions to contribute to the seminar discussion. The papers do not have to be formal essays with a thesis and support.  They should, however, show sustained thinking, connect closely to the text and be in correct form. These papers will be read periodically in seminar by other students and by your seminar faculty and should be kept in a portfolio to be submitted at the end of each quarter.

The Generative Questions provide us with ways to talk about the questions and issues that the readings, films, and discussions generate.  We will reconsider these from time to time, and make changes as we learn more about Friendship.  

The Portfolio contains:  all of your writing, with faculty comments; all of your seminar response papers, with comments; your self evaluation* your film journal (tucked into a flap in the cover of your portfolio) and any other material you feel is relevant to your work in the program.  You will introduce the portfolio with a letter to the reader, analyzing your work.  You will have more information on the portfolio later in the quarter and a final check list to be sure you have everything.

The Fall Quarter Project will connect the work you’ve been doing in reading, interviewing, and writing in a creative way.  More on this later.  
WRITING.  You will discuss and edit your writing in weekly workshops (Wednesdays, 10-1), and submit them at the beginning of seminar on Friday.  You will be able to work with tutors from the Writing Center in addition to your seminar faculty.  We urge you to take advantage of the support and expertise of the Writing Center for all of your writing.  You’ll be expected to consult with a tutor during the second week of the quarter and for the paper on Don Quixote. You will do a variety of writing this quarter:

· Formal college essays.  These will be based on  the readings and films each week and will use a variety of formats:  personal narrative, formal thesis-driven essay, outline, point of view exploration.  You will receive a written assignment for each essay.

· Seminar Response papers.  See above.

· Film Journals.*  

· Evaluations*

· Final project.  See above.

WORKSHOPS.  We will have two all program workshops each week--one devoted to developing writing skills and one devoted to interpreting the texts of the week in what we call Perspectives Workshops.  These workshops have become an identifiable teaching and learning strategy at Evergreen.  Students in the past have found them particularly useful.  In these workshops you will divide into small groups to work systematically through difficult questions and arrive at greater understanding of the texts, and ways to read texts in literature, philosophy, anthropology, and social science.  These workshops are a serious exploration of ideas and concepts. 
FILM SCREENING.  Each week’s screening of a feature-length film will connect or respond to the week’s reading.  You will keep a film journal of your notes taken during the film, and a two-paragraph response immediately following the viewing.  For this you will need a separate notebook that you can turn in week #3 to your seminar faculty.  Jin will explain more about the format at the first film screening. bring your Film Notebook to every film screening, and seminar.

ALL PROGRAM TEA.  Every Tuesday, after seminar, we will host tea and cookies.  During this time you will have the chance to meet your faculty and fellow students, your program writing tutors and your Core Connector.  We will also invite other folks from Evergreen for you to meet—people from the CRC, the library and computer center, the health center and the President.  This teatime serves as a kind of spontaneous office hour, social time—essential for building our community.  Plan to come every week.

EVALUATIONS.  Evaluations are at the heart of Evergreen’s teaching and learning, and continue the learning after the end of a term.  We will produce three sorts of evaluations:  1) Your Self Evaluation.  Here, you consider your learning for the term, and assess it.  You’ll find this easier to do if you keep good notes from seminar discussions, from the films, from your reading.  We will do a workshop November 20 to help you get started.  2) The Faculty Evaluation of your learning.  Your seminar faculty will assess your learning in all aspects of the program.  3) Your Evaluation of Faculty.  You will assess the faculty’s role in the program, and her role as a guide to your learning.  The November 20 workshop will help you with this. 

The forms for all these evaluations are on the web, and you can find good help at both the Writing Center and the Academic Advising office,

During Evaluation Week (December 12-16) you will schedule a one-hour appointment with your seminar faculty.  You and she will read the evaluations you’ve each written (you’ll have your self evaluation, and she will have an evaluation of your work) and discuss your progress over the quarter.  You may also wish to discuss your evaluation of her at this conference, but you do not have to.  After the conference, you and your faculty will each revise the evaluations you have discussed.  

