FRIENDSHIP
OBSERVATION ASSIGNMENT

We’ve been looking at friendships in literature, in film, and in philosophy.  Now, we’re going to take the ideas we’ve developed and turn them out—to the world around us.  

First, as a way to understand human interaction you will observe only.  Spend one hour in a public space and in that time select three groups of at least two people in a sustained conversation or activity—you needn’t ask their permission, as you will only observe them.  You can’t know if they’re friends, however, so you’ll have to make an assumption.  Use your judgment.  Do NOT select people who are your own friends.   You might watch people eating lunch together, playing sports together, talking together.  The people might on campus or off.  

Observe these people, using the ideas of proxemics to document their interaction.  How do they interact?  How do they relate to each other? How close do they sit/stand?  Do they touch each other?  How?  Do they look at each other?  In what way?  

Take careful notes of what you’re seeing, and bring those notes to the Writing Workshop on October 26.  

FRIENDSHIP PROJECT

ASSIGNMENT

For this project, you will apply the observational and interviewing skills you developed with Sam Schrager to a final project on friendship.  

The project itself can take any form that you like:  an essay, a short story, a poem, a visual piece, a performance, a sociological study. After you’ve interviewed someone about friendship, you’ll decide on the form, and the ways you want to use the interview data.

PART I:  THE INTERVIEW

We’ve talked some with other program members about friends and friendships.  Now you will interview someone else about friendship, and friends, about the importance (or lack of importance) in a friendship, and what makes a good or lasting friendship.  To do this, you will develop (or polish) skills in interviewing and presentation.

You’ve heard from Sam Schrager about some ways to interview.  The Workshop on October 19 guided you to interview questions.  You’re ready to do it now.

The Interview.    Identify someone (who is NOT your friend already) whom you can interview about friendship in their lives.  You might ask, one of our invited guests (to tea or to talk on Wednesday), someone in your living area (remember, NOT a friend already), someone you work with or play sports with, or, as a very last resort, someone in the program.  Begin by explaining the purpose of the interview.  Assure the person that you will share anything they say only with the Friendship Program.  Have them sign the release form.  As you ask questions of your interviewee, pay attention to the ways they’re answering the questions—are they energized?  Frightened?  Etc.   

You will tape the interview, using your own recording device, or one you check out from Media Loan.  

Transcription.  Now, transcribe your interview notes.  This will take longer than you imagine.   Type out the answers to your questions, and be sure to indicate the questions you used to prompt your interviewee to think about Friendship.  After you’ve finished, listen at least once more to the interview, to catch any omissions or mistakes in your transcription.  The transcribed notes are due November 9.

As you are transcribing, think what format you would like to use for your final project.  It might be a short story, a visual piece (drawing, painting, etc), an analysis of friendship.  The format is up to you.  

PART II:  THE PROPOSAL

Write a proposal for your final project.  The proposal should include:  

1. what you want your project to do; 

2. the format you wish to use; 

3. any special equipment or materials you will need (and how you’ll arrange to acquire them—check with faculty for advice); 

4. a timeline for your work; 

5. your ideas about what success will look like for your project 

Due November 9.

After you figure out the format and the intention of your final project, begin working on it.  What you do, of course, depends on your project, but your timeline will help you keep on task. 

PART III:  WORKING ON THE PROJECT

As soon as they’ve read the proposals, the faculty will arrange Project Groups—based on the format you’re using or other similarities that we can identify.  Use this group to help you think through your project and the presentation.  Meet with them at least twice between November 15 and December 2.  Check in with your faculty member with any questions.  

On November 30 or December 1 each group will meet with one faculty member to sort out any last minute problems.  You’ll sign up for these meetings.  Be sure to let her know if you need special equipment or space.  

The rough draft of your project is due to your faculty on Tuesday, November 29.  No exceptions, since we have to return them to you by Friday.

PART IV:  PRESENTATION

FRIENDSHIP CONFERFENCE December 7 and 8. You will present your final project.   NO exceptions. 

Important dates:   October 26.  Observation Notes due




November 9.  Interview Transcript due





 
Project Proposal due




November 16.  Workshop on doing Presentations




November 29.  Project Draft due




Nov. 30, Dec1.  meet in project groups with faculty




December 7.    Project due in your Portfolio




December 7,8.  Presentations.  

