FRIENDSHIP

PROGRAM INFORMATION: WINTER QUARTER

As you can see from the syllabus, our schedule will remain pretty much the same as last quarter, but please make sure to double check the room number and the time before you come to class as many of them have changed.  The program elements (workshop, seminar, lecture, tea) will also remain the same, but the assignments will be different, as described below. 

Requirements: 

1. Response papers.
   Our sense is that many of you were unclear about the expectations for the response papers last quarter.  Here, once again, is the information about them from the “Elements” handout we gave you on the first day of class:

“For each seminar students are required to write a one-page response to the reading for that day. You will need to type these or use a computer and keep your papers in a three-hole notebook.  These papers are due at the beginning of the seminar on Tuesday afternoon and Friday morning.  The papers are intended to serve several purposes.  1) to give students the opportunity to raise, in a systematic way, issues and themes in the seminar reading, as a way of preparing for seminar discussions; 2) to link the on-going work of the program by relating the new work to books and ideas talked about in previous weeks;  3) to gain practice in writing (style, form, organization and critical thinking)  and  4) to keep faculty informed about how students are  responding to the work.  After working through an issue of interest raised by the new reading, the paper should conclude with one or two significant questions to contribute to the seminar discussion.  The papers do not have to be formal essays with a thesis and support.  They should, however, show sustained thinking, connect closely to the text and be in correct form. These papers will be read periodically in seminar by other students and by your seminar faculty and should be kept in a portfolio to be submitted at the end of each quarter.”

Because we will be doing less formal writing about the texts we read this term, we expect that you will devote more time and energy to these short but important informal papers.  It is essential that they pose questions rather than merely stating your opinion—not just because this will make them more exciting to read, but also because they should serve as the basis of your contributions to seminar discussion.  Now that you all know what makes a good seminar, we expect you to act responsibly toward the members of your group by using this writing exercise to prepare thoughtful questions ahead of time. 

2. Creative writing.   In the first part of the term, you will compose a short story about friendship.  This can be any genre of story (realist, sci-fi, fantasy, action-driven or character-driven) but there wil be a minimum length and we expect you to approach this project seriously, as you would with a critical essay assignment. 
3. Film journal.   As you did last quarter, we expect you to take careful notes during film screenings, to review them before seminar, and to bring your notes to seminar so that you can consult them during the discussion.  

4. Research project.   Mid-way through the quarter we will ask you to write a research paper based on a group of friends.  We believe that the most fruitful topics will be those based on friends who work together—as musicians, as soldiers, as politicians, as educators, as moviemakers—but the topic is entirely up to you.  The object of this assignment is to make sure you know how to find sources in the library, analyze them critically, and cite them properly.  You may, if you wish, also incorporate the interviewing techniques we learned last quarter, but you may not write your paper based solely on interviews.    

5. Public project.
At the end of the quarter, each of you will present some aspect of your work in the program to the other members of Friendship.  You have two choices about how you want to “go public.”  1) You may choose to revise your creative writing project and present it for publication in a journal to be circulated among members of the program.  2) You may choose to offer the program an oral presentation of your research findings.  

6. Porfolio. 
As it did last quarter, the portfolio will serve as the basis of your faculty member’s final evaluation of your work.  It should contain: the informal evaluation written by your fall seminar leader, all of your writing, with faculty comments; all of your seminar response papers, with comments; your self evaluation from fall quarter and a draft of your final, formal self-evaluation covering both fall and winter quarters, your film journal (tucked into a flap in the cover of your portfolio), and any other material you feel is relevant to your work in the program, including written work from fall quarter.   

