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Subject and Predicate

Every sentence contains a subject and a predicate.

“X is an F.”

E.g.:
“The chair has four legs.”

(“The chair is a four-legged thing.”)

Subjects themselves are disguised predications.



“This mass of wood and metal is a chair.”

How far can this go?



“This __?__ is a mass of wood and metal.”

Prime Matter: That which is left after all predications have been abstracted from something. 

Types of Predicates: The Categories

1. Substance

· Quiddity (from Latin: “Quid est”: “What is it?”) 

· The general set (“box into which it is sorted”)

· Essence 

· The internal structure (“what’s in it”)

· What it is for an F to be an F

· E.g., what it is for gold to be gold
2. Quantity

3. Quality

4. Relationship

5. Location

6. Position

7. Time

8. Condition

9. Activity

10. Affect

Actuality and Potentiality 
Actuality: What a thing is at present

Potentiality: What a thing can become
Types of change: 
· Accidental: A substance changes one accidental property for another.

· You sit down, fall asleep, wake up, stand up.

· Substantial: Matter changes from one substance into another. 
· Milk becomes cheese.

General thesis: Actual F’s come from other beings that have the potential to become F’s. 

Four Causes

· Efficient: What brought it about, actualized it?
· Material: What is it made of?
· Formal: What is its shape, essence, or quiddity?
· Final: What is its purpose, “end” or potential?
Al Farabi on Intellect
Intellect in Potentiality

Intellect prior to abstracting intelligibles from things

Intellect in Actuality


Intellect once it has abstracted intelligibles from things

Acquired Intellect

Intellect once it has thought intelligibles in actuality (as forms)

Agent Intellect

The Intellect that gives rise to Intellect in Potentiality (like Aristotle’s “prime mover”)
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