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I. Life and Times

II. The Problem of Evil

III. “The Teacher”

IV. The Theory of Illumination

Life of Augustine

354: born in Tagaste, N. Africa 

371-375: studies in Carthage; relationship w/ woman (name unknown)

373: son Adeodatus born

ca. 373-383: Manicheism

383-4: teaches in Rome

384-6: teaches in Milan; studies Neoplatonism with Ambrose

386: conversion to Christianity

391: Ordained priest in Hippo

ca. 391: death of Adeodatus

396: Bishop of Hippo

430: dies in Hippo




What Is Evil?

Evil is not a presence. 

Evil is not merely an absence. 

Evil is a privation — an absence of what should be present.

The Problem of Evil
God is all-powerful and perfectly good. 

There is evil in the world. 

Either God can’t prevent evil or He doesn’t want to prevent it.

If He can’t prevent evil, he isn’t all-powerful.

If He doesn’t want to prevent it, he isn’t perfectly good.

So, why is there evil?

Augustine’s Answer: 

Human beings (and fallen angels) have free will.
We bring about evil through our free choices. 
”The Teacher,” in Overview

	1 & 2:
	We use words in order to teach or to remind.

	3 & 4:
	Words are signs.

	5 & 6:
	Whether anything can be taught without signs.

The Example of Walking.

	7-10:
	Types of signs: words, names, non-verbal signs.

	25-28:
	Not all things are superior to their signs.

The Example of Filth. 
Knowledge of things is superior to knowledge of signs.

	29 & 30:
	Again: what things can be taught without signs.

	31:
	Recapitulation: 

(a) Nothing is taught without signs.

(b) Knowledge is better than signs.

(c) Possibly, some things signified are worse than the signs that signify them.

	32:
	Sometimes, people can be taught without signs. 

The Birdcatcher Example.

	33-37:
	Nothing is taught by signs.

	38-40:
	We learn intelligibles through internal illumination from God.


The Argument Against Learning By Words

(Sections 33-36, pp. 30-1)

	
	If I am given a word and do not know what it signifies, then the word teaches me nothing. 

	
	If I am given a word and already know what it signifies, then again the word teaches me nothing.

	Therefore,
	Words do not teach us the things they signify.

	
	Suppose I hear “caput” and don’t know what it means. I ask someone, and in response the person points to a head. I look and see what is pointed to. I thus associate the sound “caput” with a part of the body. 

	Therefore,
	We learn the meaning of words by knowing what objects they signify and associating the words with the things.

	
	Words are useful because they prompt us to look for things.


Augustine and Illumination

We do not learn of things by means of signs, but on the contrary we learn words by knowing what objects they signify.

We learn of sensible things by perceiving them with our senses.

We learn the meanings of words by connecting them with the objects they signify.

So how do we learn of universals (i.e. intelligibles)?

“We listen to Truth which presides over our minds within us, though of course we may be bidden to listen by someone using words. Our real Teacher is he who is so listened to, who is said to dwell in the inner man, namely Christ, that is, the unchangeable power and eternal wisdom of God” (section 38, pp. 31-2).

“But when we have to do with things which we behold with the mind, that is, with the intelligence and with reason, we speak of things which we look upon directly in the inner light of truth which illumines the inner man and is inwardly enjoyed. There again if my hearer sees these things, himself with his inner eye, he comes to know what I say, not as a result of my words but as a result of his own contemplation. …  He is taught not by my words but by the things themselves which inwardly God has made manifest to him” (section 40, p. 32).

The Theory of Illumination


Seminar

In your group, discuss your assigned sections from “On The Trinity.” Your goal is to do two things: 

(1) Identify Augustine’s main conclusion in the passage (your passage may contain more than one argument — if so, decide which is the main one and discuss it).

(2) Identify his reasons — that is, his argument — for that conclusion. 

Write these legibly on a single sheet of paper, and be prepared to put it on the overhead and explain it.

Groups: 

1. Chapters 6 and 7 (sections 8, 9, & 10)

2. Chapter 8 (section 11)

3. Chapter 9 (section 12)

4. Chapter 10, section 13

5. Chapter 10, section 14

6. Chapter 10, sections 15 & 16

7. Chapter 11 (sections 17 & 18)

8. Chapter 12 (section 19)
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