Language & Law

Peer Editing, Winter 2006

This quarter we will continue the peer editing we began last quarter.  Peer editing essentially means reading your paper to a group of other students and then listening to their critique of your writing.  These sessions are listed on your Weekly Schedule and they will last one hour.

This quarter you will work in small groups of 5.  The writing tutor assigned to our program and your faculty will visit the groups, but not remain with one for the entire time.  For this reason, you will make 5 copies of your paper, one for each of the members of your group and one for the possible visitor.  You do not have to remain in the same group all quarter, but if your group is comfortable with each other, then you should remain together.  Remember that we only have one hour for this editing, so you should pace yourselves so that everyone has a chance to read and hear comments.

Bring a complete draft of your paper to the Peer Editing Session, typed, double-spaced.  Remember that your paper is words on a page.  Your ideas may not be in those words, and that is the value of the session.  You will hear how well you managed to convey your ideas in a coherent argument.

When listening to a paper, work on becoming a critical reader.  You might pay close attention to things that are hard for you to see how other writers handle them.  For example, if you have trouble formulating a clear thesis statement in one sentence, look carefully at how other writers have crafted theirs.

We have no rules for the critique session.  Each of the listeners should, however, make comments and the reader should try not to defend the paper but hear what others think.  Remember, what’s on the page is what counts.  Here is a list of possible areas for comments:

· Where is the thesis statement?  What is the argument?  

· Does the argument support the thesis?  

· Is there evidence that is missing or weak?  

· Do the sentences flow or do they seem to be like a list with no connecting words?

· Are there transitions between the paragraphs?

· Do you find instances of the passive voice that would be better in the active voice?

· What are the great sentences or metaphors or images in the paper?

