Essay Topic #2

The argument that children should have access to adequate education in order to learn Standard (or Mainstream) English is reasonable and some would say, persuasive.  Given what you know about African American Vernacular English and other dialect variation in English, what arguments might you give for or against decisions in the MLK Elementary Children v. Ann Arbor School board or San Antonio v. Rodriguez?  Imagine you are an expert consultant to the lawyers of either case.  The lawyers have asked you to present your expertise in the form of an essay so that your arguments might be included in their presentation before the court.

Write 3-5 pages, typed and double-spaced.  Due for peer editing (or writing center editing) by 1:00 Tuesday, October 25.  If you are in a group for peer editing, make 8 copies of your paper and staple it if possible.  Your final draft, with edited draft attached, is due Thursday, October 27.

