Language and Law – Winter Quarter

Instructions for Essay #2

Consider what you have learned about attitudes towards the use of languages other than English in the U.S. both inside the courtroom and outside.  Your consideration should include the barrier that translation creates. After you have brainstormed about this, identify an appropriately narrow thesis.  Draw on evidence to support that thesis from our texts, workshops, and cases we have discussed, and explain your interpretation of the ways in which the equal protection and due process clauses of the 14th Amendment (or 5th Amendment) apply in one case.  Select from Negrón v. New York, Gonzales v. Zurbrick, Hernández v. New York, and Yniguez v. Mofford.

Your essay will be in the form of a decision by a Supreme Court justice who writes in plain English, not legalese.  You will argue your point of view in the decision.  In doing so, you will cite legal precedent, and you will use that precedent to support the arguments you make to support your point of view.

Your first full draft is due at our peer editing session, Wednesday, February 1, 12:00-1:00.   We encourage you to work individually with a peer writing tutor in the Writing Center (preferably Paul Whitney or Noah Dassel).  These tutors can help you at the brainstorming phase or after the peer editing session.  Your final draft is due at the beginning of seminar on Thursday, February 9.

As stated in the syllabus, your essay should be 3-5 pages in length.  It should be typed, double-spaced, stapled, with your name, faculty sponsor name, and date in the upper right hand corner.  A title is optional but always welcome.

