Ethnography Assignment #2

Observe your courtroom for two hours.

Describe the ritual processes of the court, both verbal and nonverbal.  How do you know the proceedings have begun?  Who directs the flow of activities and how?  What are the forms of address used?  Describe the syntax and lexicon you hear in these ritual proceedings.  For example, is it formal English, conversational English, legal English?  Do you hear dialect markers such as particular phonemes, lexemes, or syntax? Describe the gestures, and, if possible the way participants in the legal processes direct their gaze as part of these ritual proceedings.  What is the demeanor of the judge?  

For this observation, you want to find evidence of ritual processes, and these may vary from case to case.  Chose one case to describe then discuss the variations you noted in other cases.  

As in your first assignment, write a one page summary of your notes.  This should be single spaced, articulate, and you should use full, well crafted sentences. Due Tuesday, Nov. 1 at 9:00.

