Language Workshop

Final Assignment. Due Thursday, December 8, 1:00. Typed, single spaced.  Use complete sentences throughout.

The focus of your work will be an analysis of the metaphors used in Lawrence v. Texas.

Part I.  

Begin on p. 458, column 2 of Justice Kennedy’s opinion, the first paragraph that begins in that column: “This, as a general rule, should counsel against attempts by the State…”  This is your paragraph #1.

Numbering each subsequent paragraph of Justice Kennedy’s opinion, paraphrase the major argument.  Next, list 1-2 metaphors that support that argument. Finally, explain in 1-2 full sentences what the metaphor(s) highlight about that argument and in 1-2 full sentences what the metaphor(s) hide.  Remember that to do this metaphor analysis, you can consider the metaphors themselves--the various aspects of the metaphor, the way it describes a concept and the argument.  Thinking about both will help you find what the metaphors highlight and hide. You may suggest other metaphors in this analysis or you may point out another way to analyze the argument, not relying on metaphor.

You will have 9 paragraphs. The 10th paragraph does not include an argument.

Please organize your analysis as follows, providing a space between each numbered paragraph:

Paragraph [number]  

Argument: [paraphrase the argument in a full sentence]

Metaphors: [list the metaphor(s)]

Analysis: [Present your analysis in full sentences]

Part II.

Begin on p. 460, column 2 with the first paragraph of Justice Scalia's dissent, “…I begin with the Court’s surprising readiness to reconsider a decision…”

Numbering each paragraph of Justice Scalia’s dissent, paraphrase the major argument of each paragraph.  Continue your analysis as in Part I.

You will have 7 paragraphs. The 8th paragraph is a summary.  Organize your analysis in the same way as you have done in Part I.

Part III

Briefly compare 1-2 major metaphors you found in each Justice’s opinions.  What seems to be at the heart of their arguments?

