LANGUAGE & LAW

2005-2006 FALL AND WINTER QUARTERS

THE EVERGREEN STAE COLLEGE

Faculty:  José Gómez & Susan Fiksdal

LEARNING OBJECTIVES INCLUDE:

· Illustrate the ways in which legal cases are situated within a specific social and political context.and how the use of language affects the understanding, enforcement and interpretation of laws.

· Illustrate an ability to write case analyses using the rhetorical form of legal argumentation.

· Develop an understanding of the ways language is structured through an introduction to phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, metaphors, pragmatics, and conversational turn-taking. 

· Demonstrate an understanding of basic concepts in sociolinguistics, particularly language variation and the ways in which language creates identity.  Apply these concepts through analysis of the discourse of texts, conversations, and legal arguments. 

· Demonstrate an in-depth understanding of the First Amendment and the Fourteenth Amendment and analyze the ways they have been interpreted.

· Demonstrate an ability to analyze texts and synthesize program materials in seminar discussions.  

· Articulate fruitful questions for discussion; listen to and demonstrate an understanding of perspectives offered by others; and facilitate discussion.

· Illustrate an understanding of ethnographic analysis by writing ethnography of a law court.

· Develop an appellate brief on an actual free speech or equal protection case, a linguistic analysis, and present oral arguments before the "Evergreen Supreme Court."

· Demonstrate a willingness to do collaborative work and develop the skills necessary for it: organizing materials and ideas, delegating work, articulating goals, dealing with problems that arise, learning from others, and formulating rules for working together. Other necessary skills are an openness to other ways of thinking and good listening skills.

· Illustrate an ability to articulate ideas and arguments in writing.

· Manage time effectively in order to submit all work on time.

