LANGUAGE AND LAW

2005-2006 FALL AND WINTER QUARTERS

THE EVERGREEN STATE COLLEGE

THE WORK OF THE PROGRAM – WINTER QUARTER

The following are highlights of the winter quarter’s program activities: 

Seminar Facilitation

At the beginning of the quarter you will determine a particular week when you will help facilitate seminar. This facilitation will include doing some research on a topic of your choice that will increase our understanding of the material we will discuss.  For example, you can research the historical times of the material, other points of view to the topic, law reviews, or linguistic background. Facilitators will have about five minutes to present their research at the beginning of seminar.  Your work and the text will then be the material we will discuss.  

Ethnography

You will use the ethnographic approach you have learned to observe two Washington Supreme Court sessions.  Because the Court’s oral arguments are scheduled when we have class on Tuesdays and Thursdays, you will need to view two sessions through streaming video.  The oral arguments are archived on TVW’s website: http://www.tvw.org/media/archives.cfm . You will receive instruction for this in class. This ethnography work on the Washington Supreme Court will help you to prepare for both your oral argument before the Evergreen Supreme Court and your linguistic analysis.

Writing

· You will write two 3-5 page expository essays on topics we provide.  

· You will write your part of a Supreme Court appellate brief.

· You will write a linguistic analysis of another team’s oral argument.

Appellate Advocacy

In addition to writing a Supreme Court appellate brief collaboratively with your “co-counsel”, you will present an oral argument before the Evergreen Supreme Court.  You will also rotate onto the court panel to hear oral arguments and to render decisions.  Throughout the quarter, you and your co-counsel will be assembling your appellate brief.  In the law workshops, you will receive detailed instruction and help for doing this.

Presentation of Self

Your appellate advocacy team will videotape another team’s oral argument before the Evergreen Supreme Court.  You will then analyze it for its discourse elements and present your findings to the program both orally and in writing.

Creative Projects

You may choose from a wide range of options to present a creative project in which you work with the themes of our program in a medium of your choice

Program Notebook

You will keep a loose-leaf program notebook for the program as in fall quarter, and include notes on the seminar books in lieu of writing microthemes.

Speakers

We will invite speakers from the legal system for some of our plenary sessions to talk about language and law.

WEEKLY SCHEDULE OF PROGRAM ACTIVITY:

For detailed syllabus activity, see hard copy document titled “Winter Quarter Weekly Schedule” or click on “Weekly Work” on the program home page or follow this link:  http://192.211.16.13/curricular/languageandlaw/Word%20Files/weeklyschedule.doc
