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I. Some ideas about writing

I. Kinds of writing for Fall Quarter

I. Seminar preparation, for your portfolio

I. Field trip notes

I. Field trip reports

I. Research design

I. For Winter: Research paper

I. The first thing, always: PAM

I. P: Purpose

I. A: Audience

I. M: Message

I. The second things, almost always

I. Your name

I. Date

I. Title

I. Introduction–to provide context so someone else gets what you’re writing about

II. Seminar papers

II. Read the book and prepare your thoughts, before the seminar.

II. Getting set to write:

II. Look at the title.  What main idea does it convey?

II. What’s the author’s name?  Who is this person?  Still alive?  Where does s/he live?  Work?  What do you know about their background?  Education?  Personal experiences?

II. Look at the table of contents.  Do the chapter titles convey ideas?

II. Look at the preface.  Can you figure out why the author wrote this book?

II. Look at the acknowledgments.  Do you recognize any names?  Does this section tell you anything about the author’s ideas or viewpoints?

II. Look at the index.  Scan down and see if you spot what look like major ideas.  (Remember, authors prepare indexes to help you find the ideas they think are most important.)

II. Who published the book?  An academic press?  A trade press?  Does it make a difference?  Do you know any other books published by this outfit?  Does it tell you anything about the ideas in the book?  (Remember, publishers tend to produce things they know how to sell, so sometimes a publisher’s list will have similar books and might give you a clue about the publisher’s and author’s biases.)

II. Think about PAM (Purpose, Audience, Message).  What do you suppose PAM is for the author?  (And no, it’s not just to torture innocent undergraduates, even though you may think that’s what’s afoot.)

II. Writing your seminar paper

II. Read a chapter.  Stop.  Can you reduce the main idea of the chapter to one sentence?  Try.  Write it down.  (Authors know they have a chapter when they themselves can put the chapter’s main idea in one sentence.)

II. Did you understand the meaning of words and concepts, or were they unfamiliar and maybe a bit alien?  Make a note of words, concepts, and ideas you don’t understand; these make great inputs for seminar.

II. What are secondary or supporting ideas in the chapter, expressed in one sentence?

II. Do the same for the other chapters.

II. Now, what do you think the main idea of the book is?  Express it as one sentence.  (Remember, an author knows they have a book when they can phrase its idea in one sentence, and each chapter has a secondary idea supporting the main idea.)

II. Do you find the author’s ideas compelling?

II. Does the author use evidence and logic in outlining her/his ideas?

II. Can you think of other authors who agree with this author?

II. How about other authors that disagree?

II. What do you think?  Do you agree with the author?  Completely?  Partially?  Not at all?  Why?

II. Write a paper (one page max, double-spaced, with good margins), with your name, title, date, and your summary of the important ideas in the book and your conclusions about it.  Remember, this paper is addressed first and foremost to you: it’s your sense of the important ideas you want to contribute to seminar.

III. The fate of these papers

III. Use them in seminars

III. We may from time to time have you work in small groups in which you exchange your papers and critque/discuss them.

III. Sometimes you’ll need to hand your papers in.

III. Always, the paper ends up in your portfolio.

