SEMINAR SYLLABUS

MATHEMATICAL FICTION

Mathematical Systems

Spring 2006

Class Times:
Wednesdays 10a-1p in Sem2 E3109

Texts & Readings:



Week 1: Handouts (Jorge Luis Borges stories, literary analysis reading)

Week 2: Denis Guedj, The Parrot's Theorem: A Novel
Week 3: Tom Stoppard, Arcadia

Week 4: Handouts (selections from the Oulipo)

Week 5: David Auburn, Proof
Week 6: Edwin A. Abbott, Flatland
Week 7: Dionys Burger, Sphereland


Week 8: Ian Stewart, Flatterland: Like Flatland, Only More So
Week 9: Gert Jonke, Geometric Regional Novel
Week 10: TBA

The assigned reading must, of course, be done before you come to seminar.

Structure of Seminar Time:


We have three hours per week, 10a-1p on Wednesday, to spend on this subject.  We'll begin each seminar with 10-15 minutes of in-class writing about some questions provided by the seminar facilitators.

We should have seminar discussion until at least 12; what we do beyond 12 is up to the seminar facilitators.  Of course, we can always continue the seminar discussion until 1 o'clock, though in general we will probably break for tea from 12 to 1.  As before, the structure of our seminar time in a particular week is up to the seminar facilitators for that week.  

Student Facilitation:


Each student, alone or with one other person, will act as seminar facilitator for one seminar this quarter.  As facilitator, it will be your job to guide the seminar; this may mean providing discussion questions or planning a structure for the seminar.  It's up to you to help the class get the most out of the seminar and the week's reading.  As facilitator, you'll also be expected to provide writing questions for the beginning of seminar.  I'll be happy to meet with you to discuss your plan for your week's seminar.

The Paper/Work of Fiction:


You will be required to write a 4-6 page essay exploring the role of mathematics in literature.  Your essay should reflect careful reading and analysis of our seminar texts, using quotes (and appropriate citations) from several of them to illustrate your claims.  In writing your essay, you are expected to adhere to the principles of proper grammar and usage; you may be asked to revise and resubmit your paper if there are more than a few errors.  If you want help improving your paper, I encourage you to visit the Evergreen Tutoring Center in CAB 108.


Alternatively, you may instead write a short (at least 5-page) work of fiction that uses mathematical concepts.  In planning and composing this work, think about how mathematics can influence the process of writing, the formal qualities of the resulting text, and the reader's experience.  The mathematical concepts you choose to incorporate should determine or relate to the theme of the work; your work should be guided by your mathematical and thematic choices at every level.  If you choose this option, please meet with me by the end of Week 7 to discuss your ideas.


The paper/work of fiction will be due on June 2, the Friday of Week 9.

Portfolio:

You are expected to include your in-class writings and your paper in your final portfolio.  You may also choose to include other relevant materials, such as your notes on the readings.

Attendance:

You are expected to attend all class meetings.  Attendance in seminar is particularly important, since the seminar experience is a creation of the whole class.  Everybody misses out when you miss seminar!

Credit:

To receive credit, you must attend all class meetings, submit the required paper or work of fiction on time, and submit a complete portfolio.

