INTER-DISCIPLINARY INTEGRATIVE UNIT DEVELOPMENT

Weekly Assignments

Learning Target/Goal:  MIT students will create a two week integrative, interdisciplinary, conceptually-based unit, built around a guiding question, that promotes equity, embraces diversity, develops critical and creative thinking, and leaves no child behind. This unit should represent best practices as discussed in Zemelman et al. and as represented in the Washington State Pedagogy Assessment and WAC 181-78A-220 (5) (linked on home page). 

Week Two

Guiding Questions: 

What understandings must be in place in order to create an integrative, inter-disciplinary, conceptually-based unit?

· What is a topic? Why topics instead of discrete information?  Why explore a topic from at least two content area/disciplinary perspectives?  

· What are the differences between teaching/learning a subject and teaching/learning a discipline?  Why does it matter?

· How are concepts different from but related to information? Why focus on concepts rather than ONLY learn facts and information?

Assignment: Complete Curriculum Unit Worksheet #2 and bring to class next Monday

Week Three

Guiding Questions:  

How do guiding questions and essential questions help organize an inter-disciplinary unit?

How can teachers use the Frameworks and GLEs to help build a unit once they determine a topic, related concepts, and an engaging, provocative guiding question?

What is a discrepant event?  Where does it belong?

What key questions must be answered in the development of a unit?

· What are the roles of pre-, formative, and summative assessment?

· What is the role of a content possibilities web?

Assignments:  

· Read Some Principles of Theory Into Practice
· Read Chapter One and eight in Best Practice and the chapters that pertain to the content areas in your curriculum unit.

· Read Evergreen’s Student Teaching Rubric, Domains 1 and  3 
· Read the Interdisciplinary Curriculum Development Project Assessment Criteria so that you will know the expectations for the unit (linked on homepage).
· Complete Curriculum Unit Worksheet #3 and bring to class next Monday.

· Read the three handouts on questioning

Week Four

Guiding Question:

What are the purposes of teacher questioning and teacher talk in an inter-disciplinary unit?

What is a “stepped out” unit plan?

How am I doing on my unit?

Assignment: Complete your 2-week unit – due Monday of Week 7
Week Five

Guiding Question: What makes a good rubric?

Assignment:  Draft a rubric for the summative assessment in your curriculum unit.  Bring to class next Monday.

Week Six

Guiding Questions:

What makes a good assessment portfolio?  

What about performance assessments?

Week Seven

Guiding Question

How did I do on my unit plan?

Week Eight

Guiding Question
How can I help my students show what they know on standardized, high stakes assessments?

